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CHANGE, IMPACT,  
SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT
HOW THE ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT  
BANK GROUP IS IMPROVING  
PEOPLE’S LIVES

BUSINESS 
RESILIENCE
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INTRODUCTION
With the country riven by conflict, the private sector in 

caused not only directly to buildings and sites, but 
also through shortages of materials and equipment, 

entrepreneurs, the only option seemed to be to go out of 

things for hundreds of businesses – as one partner said: 

THE CHALLENGE
The conflict in Yemen has caused basic public services in 

Most businesses in the country are micro, small and medium 

have to deal with increased costs, a loss of clientele, and 

The conflict also contributed directly to the end of two other 

one to support development of a special industrial zone in 

Without a viable private sector, the economic and 

was to develop a new approach to support the private sector 

THIS PROJECT  
DIRECTLY ADDRESSED SDGS

 8 DECENT WORK AND 
ECONOMIC GROWTH 

 9 INDUSTRY, INNOVATION, 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

The project’s diverse business  
support also addressed  

many other SDGs. 



20%
INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF PATIENTS  
TREATED BY SUPPORTED HEALTH WORKERS

72% AND74%
OF MSMEs GREW THEIR PROFIT AND THEIR 
CUSTOMER BASE, RESPECTIVELY

THE PROJECT
greater potential for impact than classical humanitarian 
and post-conflict responses, which tend to omit a role for 

businesses in Yemen to get back on track in the face of  

businesses in Yemen, in addition to raising the level of  

value-chain design principles with training, credit and 

framework responding to the conflict challenges affecting 

 

form of a matching grant scheme, with an average allocation 

through a tailored scheme of matching grants averaging 

 
67 women-owned enterprises, mainly in the health sector,  

RESULTS
manufacturing enterprises, thus improving nutrition,  

Out of 1,226 screened applicants, 500 MSMEs  
went on to receive training in business management 

business services, recovery and growth was received by 

awareness of business resilience management for  

 
the number of patients treated has gone up by over  
20% thanks to 1,000 patient consultations being  



LESSONS LEARNED 

a successful management and monitoring model, 

the country due to the ongoing conflict – has allowed 

a dashboard that guarantees control by being able to 

other public and private sector stakeholders hosted by 



IN THE FACE OF CONFLICT

500
MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM SIZED ENTERPRISES 
WERE TRAINED IN BUSINESS RESILIENCE

DISCLAIMER THE MAP IS FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY
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ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK

YEMEN

TOTAL PROJECT COST

US$9.6M1 

SANA
ADEN REGION

JANAD 
REGION

TAHAMA 
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AZAL 
REGION SABA 

REGION

HADHRAMAUT REGION

1  Phase one only.

IsDB MEMBERSHIP COVERS 

57
COUNTRIES SPREAD  
OVER 4 CONTINENTS



FINANCING PROVIDED FOR CAPITAL 
GOODS, BUSINESS SERVICES, RECOVERY, 
AND GROWTH FOR

270MSMES
AND

15 LEAD FIRMS
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CONTACT US
Islamic Development Bank

8111 King Khalid St.
Al Nuzlah Al Yamania Dist.

Unit No. 1
Jeddah 22332-2444

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

� info@isdb.org
� +966 12 6361400

� www.isdb.org

“BRAVE came like a light of hope to us, to say that  
we are not alone … and encouraged us to open a new 
branch. Our aim is to reach every home with special 
needs in Yemen.”

“Our ambition is to make the clinic a fully equipped 
hospital … BRAVE gave us hope to get back to work, 
stronger than we were.”

“The BRAVE project didn’t just empower us, it also  
made us resilient. Thank you, and with hard work  
we will always be brave.” 

ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE 
SERVICES HAS BEEN IMPROVED 
FOR 600,000 PEOPLE IN ADEN, 
HADRAMOUT AND MUKALLA


