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Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to the 12th edition of the
SDGs Digest. We hope you had a safe
and sound Eid Al-Adha break with your
loved ones.

‘ b A century ago, the world was overtaken

by two catastrophes. The well-known
event—World War 1—which lasted roughly between 1914 and
1918, destroyed 13 million civilian lives while around 9 million
perished in the battlefields. The war uprooted old regimes
and led to the creation of a new global socio-economic
system. Around the same time, the world was ravaged by
amore sinister and invisible catastrophe: The Spanish Flu
pandemic. Estimates suggest anywhere between 50 to 100
million lost their lives during this deadly pandemic.

Today, the world is grappling with a similar challenge, this
time with a new insidious enemy called COVID-19. While
the infection rate is nowhere near that of the Spanish Fluy,
COVID-19 has still disrupted all aspects of life, strangled
many economies so far, and will likely cause further damage
to the global economy before we start seeing any respite.
Countries across the globe are experiencing the pandemic
at varying intensities depending on the kinds of precautions
they are enacting to combat it. But even those that were
doing alright at first have slid into subsequent waves, leading
the scientific community to reconsider the lessons learned
from the early phases of the pandemic. This has created
more uncertainty about the immediate future.

As the SDGs Community of Practice, we issued the 11th
Newsletter with articles from you on the immediate
disruption that the pandemic was causing, with predictions
on how our business as a development institution may get
affected. Many articles also looked into how various SDGs
may be impacted in the short to medium term.

Three additional months further into the pandemic, the
situation remains precarious. During this time, the Bank
has continued to support the member countries under
many disciplines by delivering critical resources to many
countries through relevant “Response packages” under the
SPRP, working with NGOs to address immediate needs and
facilitating countries to share experiences and expertise
through Reverse Linkages, among others.

In this context, the 12th Issue of the SDGs Digest is
continuing to build on the theme of COVID-19, this time by
providing a platform for colleagues and guest writers to share
their articles on how they are responding to the fallout from
the pandemic from their own sectoral vantage points. This
issue's rich content includes articles on the Bank's efforts

to raise additional financial resources to combat COVID-19
through the issuance of the Sustainability Sukuk, what
entities like ICIEC are doing to restore trade and investment
through their insurance schemes, what the future holds

for SDGs related to poverty and hunger and how regional
cooperation may be impacted in the near future due to the
pandemic. In addition, guest writers from UN agencies such
as UN Development Programme (UNDP) and UN Economic
and Social Commission have provided their perspectives

on the future of development as well as how progress on
SDGs achievement may be impacted for regions like the Arab
States.

We hope this issue will add value to the ongoing conversation
about how development may be impacted in the short,
medium and long terms and how this "Decade of Action” may
be shaped due to the pandemic. We thank all the authors

for their articles and look forward to more contributions for
future editions.

IsDB view or policies. The views should be attributed to the
author(s) and not to the IsDB, its Management or its Board of
Executive Directors.

Views expressed by the contributors do not necessarily represent
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he COVID-19 pandemic has brought a fresh dimension
in the global effort towards the implementation of the
2030 Agenda for development. It has strengthened
the effort of leading policymakers, development experts

and all stakeholders involved in the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs) to engage in more
soul-searching for answers to the questions that keep
arising since the outbreak of the pandemic.

At least from the perspective of the Community of

Practice on SDGs at the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB)
Group, there is a lot of momentum in discussing how the
development community can contribute in scaling-up the
debate about recovery Post-COVID-19. This debate partly
informed the decision to organize the 12th Open Dialogue of
the SDGs Community of Practice with theme "Development
in a Post-COVID-19 World: Moving Beyond Recovery
Towards 2030."

The virtual Open Dialogue was a worthwhile journey with
the participation of two leaders from the development
community; President of IsDB, Dr. Bandar Hajjar, and the
Administrator of UNDP, Mr. Achim Steiner as the keynote
speaker. The session was moderated by the IsDB Special
Envoy on SDGs, Dr. Rami Ahmad.

The webinar kicked-off with a cordial conversation between
the president of IsDB Dr. Bandar Hajjar and the UNDP
Administrator Mr. Achim Steiner. “The world is facing
unprecedented challenges, and we have a duty to ensure
that no one is left behind,” stated Dr. Hajjar in his opening
remarks. He highlighted that the COVID-19 pandemic is a
turning point in our lives, as such, we need a paradigm shift
on how we approach development.

MDBs must focus on enhancing
global citizenship. The world in
post COVID-19 needs an individual
who is aware of the challenges
and opportunities facing the world

- IsDB President

Jevelopmentina Post-
Moving Beyond Recovery Towards 2030
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Dr. Bandar Hajjar, IsDB President

Mr. Achim Steiner, UNDP Administrator

Dr. Rami Ahmad, IsDB Special Envoy on SDGs

To do that successfully, the IsDB president opined that focus
should be on vulnerable populations, working on building
capacity and resilience as well as ensuring an integrated and
coordinated approach that is needed to achieve this onerous
objective.
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As chair of the meetings of heads

of MDBs, Dr. Hajjar had a valuable
suggestion for multilateral financial
institutions. “MDBs must focus

on enhancing global citizenship.

It is becoming a wide subject of
discussion especially in education,” he
said. But who are the global citizens?
Dr. Hajjar proposed an answer: "global
citizen is becoming a widespread
topic in higher education. The world

in post COVID-19 needs an individual
who is aware of the challenges and
opportunities facing the world, and
has a sense of his role in his inbuilt
knowledge and skills.”

Such a citizen is an important player
in transforming our world into a
more sustainable and habitable
environment. Partnerships and
resource mobilization are essential
pillars in oiling the machinery for the
realization of the global goals. Several
institutions have deployed the power
of what is traditionally called Public,
Private, Partnership (PPP). But the
president of IsDB felt that we need to

It should not be normal
to go back to normal
beyond COVID-19

- Rami Ahmad
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transition from PPP to 5Ps, meaning,
Public, Private, Philanthropic, People,
Partnership. The view of Dr. Hajjar

is that we have been focusing on
government too much in addressing
development challenges; looking
forward we should invest our effort in
building individuals who believe that

we are working as a global community

rather than focusing on nations only.

Following the opening remarks by the
IsDB President, Dr. Bandar Hajjar, it
was the turn of Mr. Achim Steiner who
started the discussion by appreciating
the effort of IsDB in adopting the
SDGs as a development priority. He
then dwelled into the challenges
posed by COVID-19 globally.

“The year 2020 will be a watershed in
the history books. COVID19 is a health
crisis, it is an economic crisis. For the
first time in 30 years we are seeing
human development going down.

The schooling of 1.5 billion children is
affected globally,” Mr. Steiner stated.

He went on to elaborate by saying
that what is happening with COVID-19
is a remarkable fast-forward of the
digitization of the global economy
and services, e-government and

the use of artificial intelligence. We
are seeing the explosion of digital
opportunities which will be useful in
tracking vulnerable communities for
initiatives like cash transfer programs.
This according to Mr. Steiner will

The year 2020 will be a
watershed in the history
books. COVID-19is a
health crisis, it Is an
economic crisis. For the
first time in 30 years

we are seeing human
development going down

- Achim Steiner,
UNDP Administrator

help in maintaining the functionality
of government in the middle of
lockdown. We need to realize that

technology during COVID-19 should
not be something that is available to
some and not others.

He particularly lamented that online
learning opportunities do not exist

in many developing countries. As a
solution to this important question on
digital divide, Mr. Steiner asks what
prevents the development community
from coming up with an initiative in
2020 that will say we will connect

all schools in the next five years

with digital broadband. It is perfectly
achievable and will change the face
of education and will address the
challenge of inequality

The UNDP Administrator queried
those who are becoming pessimistic
about the prospects of the SDGs;
stating that those who think it is time
to bury the SDGs and put them in their
grave have missed the moment. The
SDGs are a compass that can help
lead us out of this crisis.
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IsSDB’s Debut Sustainability Sukuk:
Countering the Impact of COVID-19

Zamir Iqgbal
The Vice President Finance & CFO, IsDB
Zamir@isdb.org

n a world reeling with the global impact

of the novel coronavirus, the response

by IsDB was swift and multi-pronged.
The robust 3Rs - Respond, Restore and
Restart — serve as an integrated approach
for Member Countries to fight against
COVID-19 and counter the short, medium
and long-term impacts of the virus.

In the search for innovative financing
instruments that could mobilize
resources from the global capital
markets and complement the 3Rs
approach, the Finance Complex pursued
the development of a Sustainability
Sukuk concept for the first time ever.
This initiative was powered by the
Sustainable Finance Framework (SFF)

of IsDB, which was created in late 2019
in close collaboration with the Country
Programs Complex and enabled us to
issue the Bank's inaugural Green Sukuk
which raised €1 billion for green projects
in Member Countries. The Green Sukuk
was a breakthrough transaction and was
recently awarded as a Market Pioneering
trade by the London-based Climate Bonds
Initiative (CBI).

The Sustainability Sukuk was the second
innovative issuance under the SFF,
mobilizing USS 1.5 billion from a wide
range of investors. The proceeds will be
earmarked to finance 'social’ projects of
IsDB under the 3Rs approach, specifically

Yasser Gado
Director, Treasury Department, IsDB
YGado@isdb.org

for projects that enhance healthcare
systems (R1 and SDG-3) as well as
support employment generation in the
Member Countries (R2 and SDG-8).

For eligibility under the Sustainability
Sukuk, the projects are screened and
selected as per the stringent criteria of
the 'Sustainability Bond Principles’ as

set by the International Capital Market
Association (ICMA). In fact, the SFF

was created in line with ICMA's globally
accepted standards and it was awarded

a Medium-Green Shading by an external
rating provider. This rating is in line with
our global MDB peers such as the IFC and
AfDB. At the same time, IsDB also secured
a strong (low) ESG risk-rating from
another external rating provider, which
evaluated the Bank on its Environment,
Social and Governance (ESG) policies.
These high credentials demonstrate to
investors, the strong commitment of IsDB
towards mainstreaming SDG-financing
with innovative marketable instruments
such as the Sustainability Sukuk.

As the global leader in Islamic finance,
IsDB has yet again played a pioneering
role, this time by creating a solution that
provides a platform to global investors

to make a return on their investment
along with social impact on the ground in
IsDB Member Countries. This is another
successful example of an Islamic financial
product that caters to investor demands
and makes a positive impact at the same
time. At the industry level, Islamic financial
institutions would do well with similar
offerings to further deepen the thematic
Sukuk market segment and attract Socially
Responsible Investments (SRI) and ESG
investors who prefer to deploy their cash
for impact and development.

The supposed “"Decade of Action” for
the Global Goals has commenced with
a pandemic, one which has wrought
unprecedented health and financial
crises across IsDB Member Countries,
threatening to cut back the progress
made by them towards the SDGs.

This extraordinary circumstance calls
for innovative solutions to tackle the
aftermath of the disease by (a) boosting
the response capacity of Member
Countries, (b) ensuring their recovery on
the path to the SDGs, and (c) investing to
improve preparedness for future crises
with the ultimate objective of building
resilient economies.

With the first-ever Sustainability Sukuk
issuance in the global capital markets,
IsDB has progressively answered this call.

IsDB Recognized as Market Pioneer for Green Sukuk

The 51 Green Bond Pioneer
Awards by the London-based
Climate Bonds Initiative (CBI)
recognized the debut Green

13 i

O

Sukuk of IsDB as a market-making trade in

the region as IsDB was awarded a “New
Market Pioneer — Saudi Arabia” for the
industry milestone.

Sth Gregn Bond Pioneer Awards

ety ramn th e ke L ey

The Green Sukuk, which raised €1 billion in November 2019, is the first AAA-rated Green
Sukuk in the global capital markets, and it was issued based on the newly created
Sustainable Finance Framework of the Bank. The Framework was built around the
global standards of Green Bond Principles, Social Bond Principles and Sustainability
Bond Principles. It enables IsDB to issue various labelled Sukuk to mobilize funds
towards specific SDG-focused interventions in ISDB member countries.

The recognition by CBI is yet another endorsement of ISDB's determination in pursuing
innovative Islamic financial instruments and mainstreaming them for the resource
mobilization track towards achieving the SDGs.
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Ulrika Modéer

UN Assistant Secretary- Gornitzka

General and Director of the
Bureau of External Relations
and Advocacy, UNDP

he COVID-19 pandemic has upended
| almost every aspects of life as
we know it. Even those countries
that are supposed to have the means

to manage the spread and mitigate the
effects are struggling.

Besides the USS5 trillion stimulus package
that the G20 economies agreed to deal
with the pandemic, individual countries are
also devising various measures to shore
up their health care systems, stabilize their
economies, and assist affected workers
and businesses.

Even before the full brunt of the
coronavirus outbreak reached some of the
poorest countries, the economic impacts
are already being felt. With declining global
demand for raw materials, breakdown

of global supply chain, and mounting

debt burden, the economic impact of

the COVID-19 pandemic is estimated to
exceed US$220 billion.

The urgent shouldn't crowd out the
important

With greater uncertainty and fear of global
recession looming, governments are
looking for resources needed to lessen the
socio-economic pains of the crisis. In this
process, official development assistance
(ODA) won't be spared and could come
under increased scrutiny.

Decisions made now will have potentially
devastating — or transformative — impact
for years to come. Despite the economic
and political pressure, we must protect
ODA, which is needed more than ever.

The spread of COVID-19, especially
in places with weak governance and
health infrastructures is expected to
be overwhelming if the international
community does not act now.

In sub-Saharan Africa, many countries
have the lowest number of physicians per
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Charlotte Petri

Assistant Secretary-General
& UNICEF Deputy Executive
Director, Partnerships

Robert Piper

Assistant Secretary-General,
Director of Development
Coordination Office

capita in the world while some experience
ongoing conflicts, making it difficult to
fight the virus.

Collateral impact

The collateral impact of COVID-19 on
health, education and nutrition systems
will be extremely damaging, and in many
cases irreversible, for children and society
at large. And when the world opens up
again, the resilience of the weakest health
systems will dictate how well we do
against future threats.

The UN Secretary-General Anténio
Guterres, argued that, “this human crisis
demands coordinated, decisive, inclusive
and innovative policy action—and
maximum financial and technical support
for the poorest and most vulnerable people
and countries.”

It is critical for the international
community to fulfil the humanitarian
appeal for COVID-19 response while
protecting existing commitments to
long-term development and other ‘silent’
emergencies.

Doing so will help
protect the most
vulnerable people from
being exposed to the
effects of COVID-19 and
preserve hard-earned
development gains in
fighting global poverty
and expanding basic
services.

Left to their own i
devises, fragile nations a
may risk the breakdown
of socio-political

order, civil unrest and
state collapse, further
exacerbating the dire
situation.

olpidarity in the Face of COVID-19

A humanitarian and development crisis

COVID-19 is not only a humanitarian
crisis, but also a development crisis.
Development agencies are supporting
countries to prepare for, respond to, and
recover from the crisis.

The effectiveness of their response to
certain degree depends on the flexibility
afforded to them in funding and
operational procedures.

To tackle this uniquely complex health
and development crisis, the adequacy
and flexibility of funding to development
agencies are pivotal. Flexible "core”
funding is already making a difference in
the COVID-19 response to reach people in
need faster, empower local actors, deploy
essential supplies to the frontline, and
protect the most vulnerable — children,
refugees, women.

Immediately responding to threats

This enabled the communities to practice
due diligence and self-driven discretion
to immediately respond to threats of the
pandemic, while waiting for the pledged
assistance to arrive. For instance, in
Nigeria, funding flexibility allowed UNICEF
to come up with an innovative solution to
fight misinformation around COVID-19
while UNDP was able to support the
government double the ventilator capacity
in the country.

The COVID-19 pandemic is a devastating
crisis in history. But it also posits

an opportunity to remind the global
community why multilateralism is vital to
securing the world's peace, security, and
prosperity.

We witness how the health crisis of
today's globalized world interlinks global
economy, geopolitics, and social values.

Offloading ventilators and medical supplies at Nnamdi Azikiwe International
Airport in Abuja, Nigeria, April 2020. Funding flexibility allowed UNDP to
support the government to double the ventilator capacity in the country.
Photo: UNDP Nigeria/Ngele Ali
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Why the Arab Region Will Not Achieve the
SDGs by 2030 Without a Transformation

Maisaa Youssef
Sustainable Development Officer
UNESCWA - youssef8@un.org

espite significant differences
D between Arab economies, their

natural resources or security
situation, they share many barriers to
the achievement of the SDGs. In the
first report of its kind in the region, the
Arab Sustainable Development Report
2020 argues that the region will not
achieve the SDGs by 2030 if these
structural barriers are not dismantled.
While the region will need to mobilize
additional resources, both domestic
and external, those will not accelerate
progress without transformation in the
approach to development.

In reviewing the 17 SDGs for the
region's 22 countries, the report
provides a quantitative and qualitative
assessment, using the SDGs indicator
framework and building on the

expert knowledge of UN entities and
development practitioners working in
the region. For each SDG the report
presents striking facts, reviews the
data coverage, identifies the barriers
to progress and the groups and
categories at risk of being left behind,
and provides entry points to accelerate
progress.

While progress has been made in

the region on some SDG targets, the
situational analysis shows that the
region is not on track. This diagnosis is

Our effective response to the public
health crisis should be key to resolving
the ensuing economic, humanitarian and
development challenges.

A complex reality

Understanding this interlinked and
complex reality of COVID-19, governments
need to work together closely to take
coordinated actions and share scientific
information, resources and expertise.

in line with the global picture. However, the
region is lagging significantly behind on a
number of critical targets and indicators,
including those related to employment,
the economic and political participation of
women, renewable energy (despite notable
efforts in some countries), clean cities,
violence against children, and reducing
inequality. The report is full of numbers
and facts that set the region woefully
behind others on the global stage. In
addition, conflict and displacement have
had a devastating impact on development
gains and the damage to lives, livelihoods
communities and infrastructure will
continue to reverberate for generations to
come.

Taking a regional lens, the report
formulates six entry points for
transformation. Among them is enhancing
integrated policy making. SDG by SDG, the
analysis shows where the interlinkages are
among the goals and dimensions and how
policies must address those interlinkages
to achieve targets. Another entry point is
full adherence to human rights not only

in the legal and political impediments to
equal participation and access, but also

in addressing social and cultural norms
that marginalize or exclude individuals
and groups. And in a region with the
highest levels of youth unemployment

and one of the lowest rates of expenditure
on Research and Development globally,
the report calls for a re-envisioning of
education to prioritize critical thinking,
individual-led learning and innovation, and
allow people to co-lead the transformation
towards more sustainable and inclusive
societies.

As COVID-19 amplifies development
needs and challenges across the globe,
the structural weaknesses in Arab
economies and governance structures
become more striking. The need is even

It is this strong motion for collaboration
that underpins the UN agencies
commitment to reinforce the
humanitarian-development nexus to jointly
respond to the COVID-19 crisis, working
closely through the UN Crisis team,
humanitarian response plan, UN Response
and Recovery Fund for COVID-19.

In Guinea-Bissau, WHO, UNICEF, UNDP.
and IOM joined hands to help build
isolation facilities and triage space,

This will require political
will and additional
resources. But in practice,
it also demands a different
approach to development
thinking, planning and
implementation. ASDR
2020 offers the initial
analysis and points the
way forward goal by goal.
The region cannot walit.

more urgent now to dismantle barriers
to achieving the SDGs and transform
the approach to development. Rentier
economies of the region have proven
particularly vulnerable to the crises
caused by this pandemic. Limited and
fragmented social protection systems
will push millions more into poverty.
Health systems that have long under-
prioritized primary preventative care
are struggling to cope. And millions of
refugees and the displaced, in addition
to millions in rural areas and urban
slums, cannot access adequate water
and sanitation services.

Therefore, the region cannot aim only
to accelerate. It must dismantle the
barriers that cut across the SDGs and
block or slow down progress. This
will require political will and additional
resources. But in practice, it also
demands a different approach to
development thinking, planning and
implementation. ASDR 2020 offers
the initial analysis and points the
way forward goal by goal. The region
cannot wait.

and procure necessary equipment for
COVID-19, both for the national hospital
as well as for the re-modelling of the UN
clinic.

With strong solidarity and effective
cooperation, the international community
will not only arrest COVID-19, but also
use the emergency to build back better
health systems and a more inclusive and
sustainable economy.
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“Finding

Oussama Abdel Rahman KAISSI
CEOQ, ICIEC
OKaissi@isdb.org

he COVID-19 pandemic poses a
serious threat to the trajectory of
sustainable development in the
0OIC Member Countries and beyond. The
economic shocks have been manifold,
including a dramatic drop in demand,
disrupted supply chains, and plummeting
energy prices, all of which have had
significant effects on commodity driven
OIC economies. ICIEC is committed to
supporting OIC countries and companies
through this unprecedented crisis.

ICIEC's trade credit and political risk
insurance solutions will play a crucial
role in helping OIC economies respond
to the crisis, restore economic activity,
and restart international trade, in support
of the IsDB Group's 3 R's approach

to tackling the social and economic
effects of COVID-19. In doing so, we will
work towards ensuring that the pace of
development in OIC countries is restored,
and that progress along the path towards
achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals is not derailed.

With a global GDP contraction of 3%

and a trade contraction between 13 and
32% estimated for the year 2020, trade
credit and political risk insurance, is
more important than ever. Heightened
perception of risk by financial institutions
and trade partners has resulted in
financing from private banks to tighten
and trade volumes to plummet. The

role of export credit agencies (ECAs)

and multilateral financial institutions is
vital in this environment, as they unlock
finance for strategic exports, imports
and investments, which otherwise would
not make their way across borders.

This unigue function provided by ECAs
in particular is essential to ensure that
the stress on cashflow is alleviated and
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ﬁortunity in Crisis:
ICIEC Pushes to Restore Trade and Investment

that defaults on loans are minimized. To
this effect, ICIEC, as part of the ISDB's
Strategic Preparedness and Response
Facility, has extended an initial amount of
USD 150 million of credit and political risk
insurance to sustain imports of strategic
commodities, provide investment
protection, and to minimize volatility.
These funds will provide enhanced
support to its 47 member countries.

In addition to its enhanced insurance
coverage, many of ICIEC's recent
transactions are directly supporting

the immediate need for better access

to healthcare, which is very critical in
fighting the pandemic. In Céte d'Ivoire,
ICIEC has signed an EUR 143 million
deal with Deutsche Bank to fund the
construction of two new hospitals and 5
new medical units across five hospitals.
The project supports Cote d'lvoire's
National Development Plan and ensures
that the Ivorian people have better
access to quality healthcare.

ICIEC has also provided USD 2.3 million
of non-payment insurance as part of an
ongoing program with the Government
of Punjab in Pakistan to enable the state
to purchase and install high-end medical
equipment to District Headquarters
hospitals. Through enhancing medical
and healthcare facilities, ICIEC is directly
contributing to the Punjab Health
Reforms Roadmap, which was initiated
to improve the quality of healthcare
facilities in Pakistan's most populous
province.

Qs

ICIEC

ICIEC's trade credit and
political risk insurance
solutions will play a
crucial role in helping
OIC economies respond
to the crisis, restore
economic activity, and
restart international
trade, in support of

the IsDB Group's 3 R's
approach to tackling the
social and economic
effects of COVID-19

These projects highlight our tangible
efforts towards a sustainable recovery
and a return to vibrancy in international
trade and investment. ICIEC's decades

of experience working in the field of risk
show us that in crisis there is opportunity,
and if we come together in solidarity

and shared purpose, we can use this
challenge to redouble our efforts. As we
move forward as an institution, and as
part of a global community, we have the
rare opportunity to choose the type of
economy we want to rebuild. For our part,
we will push forward with a focus on
developing a healthier, more sustainable,
and prosperous future.
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reports of the Intergovernmental

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
clearly indicate that without a global
response to the threat of climate
change, any current or future efforts
for poverty eradication and sustainable
development will be largely jeopardized
by such a multi-faceted threat. In the
process of developing the IsDB Climate
Change Policy (CCP), the key climate
vulnerabilities related to MCs were
identified, clearly stressing the serious
challenges to sustainable development
faced by these MCs of which 56 out
of the 57 are signatory to the Paris
Agreement.

| eading to the Paris Agreement,

As a Multilateral Development Bank
(MDB), IsDB is working with its peers

to ensure that as part of its core
development mandate, climate action

in its operations is expanded and
deepened, in alignment with the Paris
Agreement, and that it actively supports
a future of low-carbon and climate
resilient development for its MCs. It is
therefore imperative that IsDB support to
countries is informed by reliable climate
information, including on climate-
related risks and opportunities. Being
Climate informed entails having credible
science-based climate scenarios at

country and local level, in addition to
project and sector-level climate risks
analyses and vulnerability assessments.
The assessment of the costs of climate
change at country, sector or project
level also provides essential information
to ensure that the most cost-effective
investments are made for low-carbon,
climate-resilient and sustainable
development in member countries.

Despite the global momentum and all
commitments made to curb the current
trends of greenhouse gas emissions and
increase the resilience of human and
natural systems, the need for making the
business case for "green” low-emission
and climate resilient investments to
decision-makers in IsDB member
countries is increasingly relevant.

The achievement of the sustainable
development goals (SDGs) requires
large investments in many sectors, with
the constraints of limited government
budgets, and the reality of climate
change should not only be dealt with by
IsDB MCs as the threat it is but also as
an opportunity for a more sustainable
economic growth.

Climate resilient pathways should be
understood as development trajectories
that combine both adaptation and
mitigation through effective institutional
structures and shall:

(i) be acontinuous, iterative and
evolving process that promotes
innovation;

(i) be aimed at managing changes in
the climate that affect development,
by strengthening adaptive capacity
and reducing present and future
vulnerability;

(iii) use participatory mechanisms to
achieve effectiveness in mitigating
and adapting to climate change; and

(iv) facilitate and promote
transformational changes in
threatened systems.

The concept of Low Carbon Development
Strategies (LCDS) has been introduced by
the Conference of Parties to the UNFCCC
as a common but differentiated approach
to meet the overall emissions reduction
objectives. This has been part of the
foundational articles of the convention:
"Policies and measures to protect the
climate system against human-induced
change should be appropriate for the
specific conditions of each Party and
should be integrated with national
development programmes, taking into
account that economic development

is essential for adopting measures to
address climate change.”

There may be intersections — positive
and negative — between climate-resilient
development and the general objective
of the Paris Agreement and low-carbon
development, e.g. projects in the context
of energy security, land use for biofuels,
desalination, etc. In response to this,
MDBs will have to carefully prioritize and
design their projects in a manner that
causes no harm for both climate-resilient
and low-carbon development. There may
also be intersections with the Agenda for
Sustainable Development and respective
SDGs. Sustainable development is
inherently connected with climate-
resilient development pathways, since it
requires managing threats and risks to
development, including climate change.
In many places, sustainable development
will only be achieved if the pursued
development pathways are resilient to the
negative effects of climate change.

For activities to be consistent with a
climate resilient development pathway,
they should contribute to: (i) tackle the
long-term effects of climate change and
reduce current and future climate-related
vulnerabilities or (ii) ensure an effective
and sustained management of climate-
related risks. A few principles for long-
term climate-resilient pathways could be:

(i) Information and flexibility: support
to countries should be informed by

DHUL HIJJAH 1441H - AUGUST 2020



10

integrated climate scenario planning
catering for long time frames, sound
cost-benefit and trade-offs analyses
to address slow-onset climate
impacts and extreme events while
recognizing uncertainties;

(i) Measurement and Learning: long-
term (sustainable) development
monitoring and evaluation
mechanisms should be supported,
which should integrate resilience
metrics while enabling learning
and knowledge capture and
dissemination;

(iii) Capacities: the enhancement of
national institutions to increase their
capacities to mainstream adaptation
and mitigation in development plans
and policies including at sector level
and implement climate action with
adequate knowledge on available
tools and technologies;

(iv) Finance: mobilization of financial
resources to support long-term
climate-resilient development
strategies including leveraging
opportunities for climate finance from
sovereign and non-sovereign funding
as well as private investment.

To help MCs move towards greener

low carbon and resilient economic
development pathways, and ss part

of its upstream country dialogue and
engagement, IsDB will work to support
its MCs in developing their low carbon
development strategies and investment
plans at different levels. This upstream
work is expected to contribute to shifting
IsDB's projects pipeline towards more
green investments to further support
MCs in their low-carbon, climate-resilient
development. Such support would be in
line with Pillars 2 and 3 of IsDB Climate
Change Policy and 2020-2025 Action
Plan. Namely, "Promoting Member
Country Climate Change Resilience”

and "Supporting Member Countries
Transition to Green Economy/Low-
Carbon Transition".

“-
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Evaluations During COVID-19 Pandemic:
Challenges and Opportunities

Anasse Aissami
Director, OED, IsDB
AAissami@isdb.org

he COVID-19 pandemic and the
Tresultant imposition of travel

restrictions as well as IsDB's
administrative arrangement for staff
to work from home since March
2020, posed new challenges to the
Operations Evaluation Department,
the main challenge being inability to
conduct site visits to collect primary
data. The challenge is exacerbated
by the fact that the IsDB is working
in diversified constituency of four
continents with different pandemic
levels and response measures
adopted by the member countries
of the IsDB. Meanwhile, in crisis
situations, program managers are
concerned about keeping program
activities on track in the mist of the
crisis, the short-term reaction to the
crisis distracts their attention from
pursuing their long-term operational
goals. This development makes
evaluation even much more needed
to provide strategic guidance.

In view of the challenges and
measures to mitigate the impact of
current crisis on its business, the
OED accordingly revised its annual
work program to refocus on priority
evaluations and knowledge products,
while putting on hold all evaluation
efforts requiring travel. In its stead,
the focus is being shifted to desk-
based reviews, although the option of
collecting data through virtual means
has been explored for few cases.
Moreover, the use of online tools to
disseminate evaluation knowledge

has been intensified with many
dissemination fora for high level
evaluations being conducted virtually.
The use of online tools to disseminate
evaluation knowledge has been
intensified with many dissemination
events for high level evaluations
conducted virtually.

The above notwithstanding, the
crisis has provided the OED a greater
opportunity to share with leadership
of the Bank, what has worked, what
did not, and what has been learnt,
and most importantly, an opportunity
to look in to how the Bank can
engage with the clients better moving
forward. In this regard, a synthesis
of lessons learnt from the Bank's
past experiences over the last five
years was timeously prepared upon
management request. These lessons
provided guidance to operations on
design of impactful interventions in
MCs. The trigger by the increased
demand from the management side
for evidences and lessons from our
previous emergency responses also
led to the preparation of a flyer on
Lessons Learned from the Special
Evaluation of the Bank's emergency
response to the Ebola Crisis in West
Africa to guide the design of the
COVID-19 response interventions
and their successful implementation.
As the Bank is shaping its crisis
response, there is also a clear need
for shaping the results measurement
framework for the crisis response
program so that we can precisely
know whether the crisis response is
going to be successful.

Overall, beyond the immediate
crisis response, the COVID-19
Pandemic should be the impetus
to sustain the gains and accelerate
the implementation of long overdue
results based measures to set

the world on a more sustainable
development path and make the
global economy more resilient to
future shocks.



New Frontier of Islamic Banking &
Finance is a Prodigy of SDGs Agenda

Mohammad Yusri Bin Yusof
Senior Resource Mobilization Specialist, IsDB
YBinYusof@isdb.org

owadays, Islamic banking and
N finance industry witnesses a great

evolution, moving away steadily
from form to substance orientation.
Many offerings of Islamic financial
institutions are now progressively inclined
to bring Waqf, Zakat and Sadagah as
complementary components to the
existing Shariah compliant products. It
demonstrates the life cycle of the industry
is moving positively to its next level.
The rigorous efforts from stakeholders
namely industry regulators, players and
researchers are equally eminent to this
great milestone. Islamic capital market
follows the same trend, particularly in
Sukuk product. This is substantiated
by structuring and execution works of
sovereign and corporate Sukuk, which have
been going beyond the ordinary. Apart from
advancing plain vanilla to hybrid format
(i.e. ljarah to Wakalah) and promoting
innovation from pure Islamic debt to quasi
instrument (i.e. plain Sukuk to convertible
/ exchangeable Sukuk), there have been
growing efforts to embed impact element,
giving rise to the proliferation of Green
Sukuk and Sustainable and Responsible
Investment ("SRI") Sukuk. They become
ubiquitous products in the market, which
emphasize more on substance. One
could not deny that the impetus to this
predominant evolution is inarguably
amongst the results of the Sustainable
Development Goals ("SDGs") advocacy
efforts, in mobilizing alternative resources
to bridge its huge financial gap.

Partnership amongst the market leaders
require more intensification to enable
programming, resource mobilization and
implementation efforts for these Islamic
Social Finance resources (i.e. Zakat,
Wagf and Sadagah) could be regulated

systematically. The good case study for
the eminent partnership in this space
was the collaboration between IsDB

and UNICEF in developing the USD250
million Global Muslim Philanthropic

Fund for Children ("GMPF"). Leveraging
on the respective strengths, GMPH was
successfully launched during the United
Nations General Assembly in September
2019, to mobilise Zakat and grant
resources in support of blended financing
for multi-sectoral developmental projects
for both institutions, which are in line with
the SDGs. Another good example was
Cash Wagf-Linked Sukuk ("CWLS") issued
by the Government of Indonesia last year
with a minimum issuance size of fifty
billion rupiah. It was fully subscribed from
Wagf resource. The product is worthwhile
for further replication by other countries,
appreciating its innovative features in
developing Wagf products. Firstly, the

UNICEF and the Islamic Development Bank
(IsDB) launched an innovative fund that

will open new opportunities for Muslim
philanthropy to reach the millions of children
currently in need of humanitarian support and
help achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

feature of capital preservation by way of
governments guarantee is very important
to allow the utilization of CWLS proceeds.
Under the Shariah requirement, Wagf

property needs to be conserved at all time.

With no guarantee element, the Wagf
properties could be subject to possible
losses. That is the main reason for the
traditional Wagf model, only return derived
from investment of Wagf capital is utilized

The good case study
for the eminent
partnership in this
space was the
collaboration between
IsSDB and UNICEF in
developing the USD250
million Global Muslim
Philanthropic Fund for
Children ("GMPF").

for project, not the capital itself. Secondly,
CWLS profits are forfeited for utilization of
community-based projects.

Likewise, it is equally interesting to
illustrate the evolution in the Sukuk
space. The world's first global corporate
Sukuk issued in 2001 out of Labuan,
Malaysia, showcasing ljarah principle as
the preferred one. Since then, Malaysia
issued another the world's first global
sovereign Sukuk in 2002, United Arab
Emirates followed suit in 2003 as well

as the German Federal State of Saxony
Anhaltin 2004. The IsDB issued the
world's first supranational Sukuk in 2003.
One obvious tenet to note that all the
pioneered Sukuk issuances above applied
the globally accepted Shariah principle,
which is ljarah. Over the years, more
innovation had taken place, bringing other
Shariah principles (i.e. Istisna’, Commodity
Murabahah, Musyarakah, Wakalah). The
trend continued till February 2008, when
the market was stunned with the high-
level criticism made by the Chairman of
the board of scholars at the Accounting
and Auditing Organization for Islamic
Financial Institutions AAQOIFI back then,
Mufti Tagi Usmani. He announced that
more than 85% of the Sukuk globally
were not Shariah compliant. The critic
distorted phenomenally the Sukuk growth,
particularly in the Gulf Cooperation
Countries. That was the turning point,
when Sukuk ljarah regained the market
confidence. Sukuk Wakalah Bil Isthismar
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also gained momentum afterwards.
Irrespective the trajectory growth of the
global Sukuk market for almost 15-years
since 2001, the valid question remains
unanswered, how the Sukuk proceeds
could really give significant impacts to a
community at large?

The SDGs, set in 2015 by the United
Nations ("UN") General Assembly has
brought more unity and cooperation
between international organizations and
multi actors from private sector to support
the underlying 17 broader goals, which
are not much different from the Magasid
Shariah concept of Islamic Banking and
Finance. It was a great coincidence with
the SRI Sukuk Framework issued by the
Malaysian's Securities Commission (“SC")
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in August 2014. The Malaysian's Sovereign
Investment arm, Khazanah Nasional
Berhad ("Khazanah"), took the lead role
issuing SRI Sukuk in 2015. The launching
of another world's first local green Sukuk
on June 27,2017 by Tadau Energy Sdn
Bhd, in collaboration between Malaysian
SC and Bank Negara Malaysia with World
Bank, marked another great milestone in
spurring the country's Islamic banking
finance industry to greater heights. The
Government of Indonesia followed suit in
2018, issuing the world's first sovereign
Green Sukuk. The IsDB's €1 billion Green
Sukuk deal in 2019 was the real game
changer and reinforced its leadership
position in the industry. It is clear to all that
the products innovation at this stage was

focused on its substance and measure its
impact, given the literacy in Shariah form

/ principle to many specialized bankers is
moving towards an advanced stage.

In a nutshell, establishing this unique
partnership as a backdrop to advance
blended financing concept, either as an
Islamic banking or Islamic capital market
products, is very much relevant. All the
experts in the multi-faceted financial
industry (i.e. commercial, investment,
development and humanitarian) should
appreciate each other and work closer to
apply the concept into the mainstream
works of SDGs, with the ultimate
anticipation to reduce its still huge
financial gap of USD2.5 trillion annually.



Affordable and Clean Energy for the Poor

Farid Khan

Operations Team Leader (Energy), Regional
Hub of Dubai, IsDB

FKhan@isdb.org

nergy is needed for a variety of
Ehousehold uses, such as cooking,
lighting and space heating.
Energy is also an important facilitator
for provision of clean water, modern
communications, commerce, health,
education and transportation facilities.
Poor communities generally do not have
access to more efficient and convenient
sources of energy, e.g. electricity, and
usually rely on only low-calorific and
inconvenient sources of energy, such as
fuel wood, animal dung, and personal
human energy.

In general, people living in poverty spend
more time and effort to obtain energy
services that tend to be of inferior quality
than the energy services available to the
rich. Contrary to the common belief,
poor people pay a higher price, in cash or
in labor, for the energy they use.

The vast majority of the poor continue

to inhabit the rural areas with no

or minimum access to electricity.
Consequently, rural electrification
projects have high developmental impact
including:

i. EEE Reducing Poverty (SDG-1) by

providing local employment
opportunities to the rural

population as a result of enhanced
economic productivity through the
provision of electricity for electrical
equipment for workshops and
agriculture (including lighting, pumps,
irrigation systems, etc.).

ii. Achieving Zero Hunger
(SDG-2) by facilitating
preservation of agricultural

produce through establishment of
cold storage facilities supported by a
stable electricity supply using on or
off-grid generation.

ll. R

Improving Health (SDG-3)
through better lighting,
heating, potable water
systems, cooking, refrigeration, etc.,
which result in better nutrition and
reduced disease incidence as well as
by facilitating operation of modern

better equipped hospitals and clinics.

V. E:amm 25:'.'{.‘" Facilitating Education
(SDG-4) and
Promotmg Gender

Equality (SDG-5) by freeing women and
children from unproductive duties such
as transportation of wood and/or water
for heating and/or cooking enabling
them to attend school. Moreover, rural
electrification allows schools to be
open for adults in the evening owing to
availability of improved lighting.

v. KEE Supporting Environment
O (SDG-13) by eliminating the
need for use of
environmentally harmful low calorific
fuels/sources of energy such as wood,
low quality coal and animal dung.

vi. Improving Public Safety through
introduction of the public lighting
systems as well as access to media
(weather forecast and prevention

against Natural disasters).

IsDB has successfully implemented
several rural electrification projects.

This article focuses on three of them, i.e
Morocco which relied on central planning
to achieve rural electrification, Senegal
pilot rural electrification project explored
the feasibility of leveraging private sector
finance and Bangladesh which relied on
micro-financing to promote off-grid solar
electrification. 1sDB through its Reverse

Linkage initiative can provide a platform
for other member countries to benefit
from these experiences.

Morocco (Centrally Planned Multi-

year Phased Approach): In 1995, the
Moroccan authorities and the state
utility National Office for Electricity (ONE)
launched an ambitious programme

to provide electricity in rural areas,

the PERG (Global Rural Electrification
Program). With the use of a Geographic
Information System (GIS), the rural
electrification master plan was developed
which factored-in the connection cost
per household, the need for balanced
regional reach, and the scattering of the
targeted rural households. The Global
Rural Electrification Program has been

a success owing to a well designed and
streamlined funding mechanism involving
contributions from the rural households,
the rural community, and ONE. The
Program was implemented in multiple
phases and was supported by several
development partners including AFD,
IsDB, EIB, JBIC, AfDB, and Kuwait Fund
for Arab Economic Development.

Senegal (Leveraging Private Sector
Financing): Rural electrification project
in Senegal used an innovative approach
for providing electricity to rural poor
population in a commercially viable
way through a PPP structure (involving
private sector operators). Lessons
learned through implementation of this
project can be used to replicate PPP
rural electrification projects in other
IsDB member countries. The project
was part of a wider partnership program
initiative between the IFls consisting of
the World Bank Group (IDA and IFC), the

DHUL HIJJAH 1441H - AUGUST 2020

13



14

African Development Bank, the French
Development Agency, the German
Reconstruction Credit Institute KfW and
IsDB which aims at providing clean,
reliable and affordable electricity to the
rural populations of Senegal.

Bangladesh (Micro-Financed Solar
Electrification): IsDB has also successfully
financed "Improving Rural Households
Livelihood through Micro-financing
Solar Energy Equipment” projects in
Bangladesh. The project was an integral
part of an overall effort of the Government
of Bangladesh to increase access

to electricity and income generating
activities in rural areas, where 75% of
the country's nearly 105 million poor
people live. The project also aimed to
promote the use of environmentally
friendly renewable energy system (RES)
and support initiatives in rural areas for
productive use of electricity to increase
household income and improve the
delivery of such social services as health
and education. The project targeted
remote villages and communities where
it would have been physically difficult
and financially infeasible to offer grid
connections. The project provided
facilities for lighting, TV, radio and in
some cases for personal computers and
wireless local loop telephones.

In line with P5P, the IsDB can act as a
platform for facilitating member countries
to exchange ideas and experiences to
decrease energy poverty through rural
electrification programs. While promoting
the Delivery by Results Culture through
Decentralization, the Regional Hubs,

are ideally positioned to help member
countries with knowledge dissemination
as well as establishment of the necessary
network to promote the exchange of best
practices.
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in a Post Pandemic Era

Fatih Turkmen

OTL (Education &Social Infrastructure)
Regional Hub Indonesia, IsDB
FTurkmen@isdb.org

he world is passing through an

unprecedented pandemic.

In the early days of the pandemic,
it was highly speculated that the
Corona virus didn't differentiate among

rich and poor, spread and hit everyone
and everyplace proportionately.

As days pass by and evidence based
on more and better data point out a
different picture.

One study comparing the spread of
the COVID among various States of the
USA conclude that those states with
greater income inequality are more
likely to see coronavirus cases and
related deaths after incorporating other
socio-economic factors.The study
adds that the predicted number of
cases in a state grows nearly seven-
fold, from 2368 to 14,618, if the level of
economic inequality increases from its
lowest to its highest observed level' .

This is not something special to
COVID pandemic. Another recent
study investigating the distributional
effects of major pandemics in the last
century finds that these pandemics
lowered the share of incomes going
to the bottom deciles, and lowered
the employment-to-population ratio
for those with basic education but
not for those with advanced degrees?.
Pandemics lead to a persistent and
significant increase in the net Gini
measure of inequality(After five years,
the Gini is above its pre-shock level
by about 1.25% ) which is the most
common and accepted measure of
income inequality.

Post pandemic prospects for poor are
not very encouraging as well.

ILO estimates the Global job loss to

be over 200 million with 40% of the
global workforce employed in sectors
that face high risk of displacement and
with limited access to health services
and social protection. This show the
employment pandemic coming® .

The ones who are disproportionally
affected are those with less than
college education, working in informal
sectors, those who are working in non-
decent conditions.

These have a greater probability of
being caught to disease, a lower
probability to survive, and fewer work
opportunities if they survive.

In the post pandemic world, the priority
of the development agenda should

be these vulnerable groups; People
with high school and lower degrees,
unemployed or working in poor
conditions.

Tomorrow will be late. What is needed
to take these vulnerable people on
board is more than formal education.
A training based on their skills set, the
potential fields they have comparative
advantage, aligned with the changing
needs of the job markets.

In a job market where the more than
half of the jobs would be subject to
changes*, anticipation of the Job skills
needed and incorporating these skills-
based trainings to formal and informal
education is needed at a minimum to
contain the already alerting level of
global technology and income divide.

These challenges should be timely and
effectively translated to the sectoral
policies’ and project's conceptual
design frameworks. Vocational and
technical education programs that

do anticipate these transformations
through innovative training schemes,
lifelong learning activities considering
the changing expectations of the
industries need to be placed to the core
of the new social development policies
and projects.

"https://blogs.Ise.ac.uk/usappblog/2020/05/06/economic-inequality-can-help-predict-covid-19-deaths-in-the-us/
2https://voxeu.org/article/covid-19-will-raise-inequality-if-past-pandemics-are-guide

2ILO web site
“OECD Survey of Adult skills, http://www.oecd.org/skills/piaac/
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Plan of Al-Madinah Al Munawwarah after GOVID-19:

How to Integrate the Economic Empowerment
and Awgaf Models to Achieve the SDGS

Nabil Ghalleb, Director
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NGhalleb@isdb.org

r. Bandar Hajjar, President
D of the Islamic Development

Bank (IsDB) Group, addressed
the opening session of the virtual
workshop on Al-Madinah's post-
COVID-19 Development Program
and highlighted the Bank's readiness
to support it through all available
mechanisms aligned with its
new Global Value Chains (GVC)
Strategy, including two important
models contributing directly to the
achievement of the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) Agenda,
namely; the Economic Empowerment
(EE) Model and IsDB's Awqaf
Investment Model.

The Theory of Change underlying
both approaches aims at building
the resilience of the Poor in the
region through several available
development schemes deployed in
collaboration with the Public and
Private sectors including Funds,
Wagf Assets, Financial Institutions
and Programs to be able to reach
more efficiently a bigger pool of
beneficiaries and achieve a higher
development impact. In fact, one of
the building blocks of both models is
the creation of "smart partnerships”
with the Public and Private Sector in
order to achieve the before mentioned
development objective and by doing
so, contributing directly to SDG17
(Partnership for the Goals) and SDG8
(Decent Work and Economic Growth)
and indirectly to several SDGs.

For instance, from the Economic
Empowerment perspective, it is
through a comprehensive Impact

Ghassen Khelifi
Economic Empowerment Specialist, IsDB
GKhelifi@isdb.org

Investment Developmental Model
implemented in collaboration with the EE
partners of the Private Sector involved

in the Dates Value Chain in Al-Madinah,
that customized Financial and Non-
financial services can be deployed.
Specifically, technical assistance services
can be co-designed with these partners
as they are closely involved in the
commercial activities of this VC and can
determine with precision the adequate
set of skills needed to upgrade its
productivity. Also, sustainable contractual
commercialization of the beneficiaries'
products can be realized with the Private
Sector VC leader/Off taker. Finally, it is
through these actors in the targeted
Dates VC that strong and tight long-
term market oriented linkages and
relationships can be built for the benefit
of the Poor in the region.

From the Public sector standpoint,
considering the ongoing cooperation with
the Ministry of Human Resources and
Social Development, the establishment of
a Fund for the development of the tertiary
sector in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

is one of the innovative development
models focused on Social Investment and
Economic Empowerment that can benefit
directly Al-Madinah's post-COVID-19
Development Program and support the
growth of productive MSMEs in several
sectors and VCs like the dates sector.

Furthermore, IsDB will also leverage
the Impact Investment Developmental
Model developed by the Awgaf
Properties Investment Fund (APIF) to
directly support the Education Sector
in Al-Madinah and contribute to SDG4
(Quality Education) by funding the Al-

Bayan Charitable Foundation for
Education (Prince Mugrin University)
in Al-Madinah and also, positioning
Al-Madinah as a Global Hub for the
development of the Waqgf Sector by
establishing the "Global Wagf Centre
of Excellence” in Al-Madinah.

In conclusion, by leveraging a
comprehensive Impact investment
model based on demand driven
investment opportunities, market
oriented technical assistance and
sustainable income generating
activities through tight Value Chain
integration, the EE and IsDB's Awgqaf
Investment models, will play a

critical role in the post-COVID-19
development program for Al-Madinah
and contribute to the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia's efforts in achieving the
SDGs.
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he agriculture sector which is supposed
| to feed 9.5 billion people by 2050" is

facing sustainability issues mainly due
to climate change and pressure of natural
resources. More than ever, there is a need
to boost productivity -without depleting the
planet's resources- and to enhance efficiency
to stop food wastage estimated to be 1/3 of
total agriculture production equal to 1.3 billion
tons, enough to feed 1.6 billion people.?

Around 70% of food comes from just four
commodities (Wheat, Rice, Corn, and
Soybean)?, that are not normally grown in
OIC member countries which makes food
security a top priority. COVID 19 made things
worse with disruption to the supply chain
and protective measures and export bans
considerations by major exporting nations.

Agriculture employees represent nearly 35.5%
of the OIC's workforce?, yet the sector does
not get sufficient (technical and financial)
support from MDBs mainly due to associated
risks such as lack of visibility and traceability
across the supply chain. This is changing
now with the emergence of AgriTech.

Wave

AgriTech can be defined as the utilization
of innovative technologies to enhance the
sector's efficiency and productivity as well
as provenance and transparency across the
value chain.

We can no longer afford to farm the same
way our ancestors used to hundreds of years
ago. Revolutionary advanced technologies
like satellite imaging, drones, Artificial
Intelligence, Internet of Things (IoT) sensors,
Blockchain, mobile apps, robotics and
autonomous vehicles are promising a new
era of "Smart Farming".

Here are some examples of promising
AgriTech applications:

Vertical Farming: In the GCC, agriculture
consumes 70% of the water resources,

yet the region imports around 80% of its
food. Badia Farms and Emirates Flight
Catering (EKFC) in UAE are using vertical
indoor farming to grow micro-greens and
herbs enabling local farming of crops alien
to the region with 90% less water with no
pesticides®. While it is not yet economical to
grow grains in such farms, the concept is very
promising.

Precision Farming: This is a new concept of
farm management focusing on accurately
planning and utilizing field resources to
maximize the yield in a sustainable manner
while reducing cost and negative impact

on the environment.® Zenvus is a Nigerian
startup specialized in measuring and
analyzing soil data like temperature, nutrients,
and vegetative health to enable farmers to
decide on the right fertilizer and optimally
irrigate their farms and detect diseases and
pests’.

! https://docs.wbcsd.org/2018/12/csa/December_2018_Newsletter.html

2 https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/initiative/yieldwise/

° CFF Report: Agriculture Diversification Value Chain Project, April 2020
*+ ILO, Key Indicators of the Labour Market (KILM) Database, (p: projected).

5 https://www.badiafarms.com/

° https://www.scenario.co.za/en-ZA/News/Article/View/basic-concepts-of-precision-farming

" https://hbr.org/2017/05/how-digital-technology-is-changing-farming-in-africa

& https://www.robotics.org/blog-article.cfm/Robotics-in-Agriculture-Types-and-Applications/74

? https://www.cropin.com/blogs/does-your-agribusiness-align-with-the-sustainable-development-goals/

10 Agriculture Division, IsDB.
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Under its flagship program Arab Africa Trade
Bridges (AATB), ITFC has partnered with
OCP Africa to train farmers on best farming
practices and soil mapping for better fertility
management and higher yields. The initiative
utilizes mobile laboratories and applications.

Platforms and Apps: Crowde is an
Indonesian crowd-investing platform for
sustainable agriculture projects, connecting
small-scale farmers with retail investors,
playing a vital role in farmers financial
inclusion. MSMB is another Indonesian
platform connecting farmers together to
share best farming practices and enabling
farmers to use drones and soil, weather
and water loT sensors to properly time their
farming activities.

Provenance: Koltiva is an Indonesian startup
that provides commodities traceability
through its web and mobile apps. It connects
farmers, traders, processing plants, inputs
suppliers and financiers though an end-
to-end traceability platform. Promoting
transparency through provenance is
important to financiers, distributors as well
as to end consumers driven by growing
awareness about sustainability and ethical
concerns over growing conditions, labor,
environment ...etc.

Robotics and Autonomous Farming: This
approach takes care of repetitive processes
much faster, more efficient error-free and
non-stop. Activities like harvesting, picking,
mowing, pruning, seeding, irrigating, fertilizing,
spraying, sorting and packing will no longer
be done by humans, therefore freeing farmers
to focus more on planning and marketing®.

The above applications are the perfect match
to achieve at least 8 SDGs®. In particular, they
can directly contribute to goal 2: zero hunger,
goal 12: responsible consumption and
production and goal 13: climate action.

Conclusion

AgriTech is a game-changer for the industry
that will maximize the yield, reduce the waste,
minimize negative environmental impact,
promote supply chain transparency and
enhance sustainability which is directly in line
with SDGs.

While it sounds like science-fiction today, it
is becoming the new reality. Countries and
companies that will fail to harness the new
technologies will not be able to sustain their
business for long.

Providing AgriTech financing to beneficiaries
across OIC will help bridge the agricultural
productivity gap (estimated at 30%'%) and
maximize farmers profit in a sustainable way.

There is an acute need to enhance
partnerships among the public and private
sectors, MDBs, banks,AgriTech startups,
universities and research centers to explore
new green horizons.
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Agility in the Delivery of Islamic Finance Education During the COVID-19 Pandemic: |BE=

A Case Study of the Islamic Research and Training Institute (IRTI)
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Mohamed Abdeltawab Ibrahim
Senior Learning and Development Specialist, IRTI
M.AbdelTawab@isdb.org

he world of learning is changing.
| The COVID-19 pandemic has

had an unprecedented impact on
organizations, individuals, the economy
and society. Learning providers have had
to respond to a rapidly evolving landscape,
changing how and where they operate, as
well as reconsidering the services they offer.’

Education and professional training are
undoubtedly having their watershed
moment. We've witnessed changes in the
past twenty years, but this change will be
insignificant compared to the change that's
coming after the COVID-19 pandemic.
Technology is becoming even more
sophisticated and soon we'll all be working
with Al, Fintech, Block-Chain technology
and VR on a day-to-day basis. The whole
culture surrounding the workplace and the
idea of jobs in general is changing; people
are working remotely and for many different
companies in their lifetime. Education

and learning aren't just for a specific
qualification; it will soon be much more an
idea of 'learning is for life' 2

The COVID-19 pandemic revealed the
passion of workers, students and Islamic
finance practitioners in education and
training remotely, especially after the
imposition of lockdown measures and
home quarantining. This quarantine has
driven many, if not all learning institutions to
make tremendous efforts to continue their
training education through different online
educational platforms and provide various
training programs, which have attracted a

Number of Participants in each training course

Islamic Finance and Banking

Islamic Banking: Principles, Practice and Ri...
Understanding Islamic Insurance and...
Islamic Finance and Capital Markets...
Islamic Finance and Banking: Modes of...
Islamic Finance and Capital Markets

Islamic Money Markets and Sukuk

Principles and Practices of Islamic Insurance

large number of students to these training
programs.

The question now is: are learning providers,
companies and even students themselves
ready for such a dramatic change? We may
often assume that new technology is the
way forward, but is this reflected in students'’
wishes for their education and training?
How do learning providers see the future

of their educational programs, degrees and
classroom activities? Do they see all of the
changes that have thus far happened in the
world of education and professional training
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic?

The Islamic Research and Training Institute
(IRT1), a member of the Islamic Development
Bank Group, took a pioneering step in 2015
to transform access to knowledge and
education in Islamic finance. At this time,
IRT! introduced the Online Learning Program
(OLP) to take advantage of the advancing
technologies to make Islamic finance
education accessible worldwide. The OLP
was founded to deliver massive open online
courses (MOOCs) in Islamic Economics,
Banking and Finance, through the leading
online learning platform edX?

In 2020, and to respond to the COVID-19
pandemic, IRTI offered eight free online
courses, as part of its initiatives to expand
access to knowledge in Islamic Economics
and Finance. The courses are available

on the edX platform from April 15 until

31 December 2020. All eight courses are
self-paced, granting flexibility to learners
to complete the modules at their own
convenience.

Within a span of two months only since the
programs launched on the edx®© platform,
more than 10,000 learners had enrolled in
the courses from around 151 countries (as
shown in graphs 1 and 2). The enroliment

in OLP compared to traditional training
methods has been tremendous. It seems
from the experience of IRTI with MOOCs that
students are indeed ready for such a change,
for the programs have had students from all
over the world.*

Conclusion: In this fast-changing world,
Islamic finance education needs to evolve,

3825
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and it must be accessible, agile and flexible.
Moreover, emerging technologies such

as augmented and virtual reality, artificial
intelligence and mobile solutions enable
personalized and targeted learning that
impacts performance. While learning
providers and business leaders focus more
and more on productivity and adaptability,
they need to be very agile in responding and
providing learning solutions that support
these outcomes directly.

IRTI showed a moderate degree of agility
in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic.
However, after the pandemic, IRTI will
exert more efforts to change where, when
and how Islamic finance education and
learning are delivered: through increasing
the flow of learning; via digital technologies
which enable Islamic finance education

to be available anytime and anywhere;,

and through curation, not just creation,
harnessing the growth of rich, readily
available online content. It's very much
about using technology sensibly to assist
learners, trainers and practitioners. The
classroom of the future, for me, would be
one where Al, Blockchain and FinTech are
performing as an assistant to the teachers
and learners, and it's an education where
people are being taught to build their skills,
abilities and knowledge in a way that is not
easily automatable.
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Background
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Under the Strategic Preparedness and
Response Program (SPRP) for COVID-19
Pandemic, the Islamic Development Bank
(IsDB), has been playing a key role as a
facilitator to connect Member Countries
(MCs) among themselves as well as with
countries from the Global South that
have developed solutions to mitigate and
address the effects of the pandemic. One
of the capacity development initiatives
undertaken under the Reverse Linkage
Mechanism is the "Africa E-Learning

and Knowledge Sharing Platform” to
connect Member Countries (MCs) among
themselves as well as with countries from
the Global South that have developed
solutions to lessen and address the
effects of the pandemic.

Objectives of the African E-Learning
and Knowledge Sharing Platform

on “Preparedness and Response to
COVID-19 Pandemic”

The African E-Learning and Knowledge
Sharing Platform on COVID-19 pandemic,
was designed and introduced by the IsDB
and its partners to facilitate peer learning
and knowledge sharing on preparing

and responding to COVID-19 pandemic
among medical and paramedical staff, as
well as decision-makers in IsDB African

2 S oty
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MCs to provide suitable response to the
pandemic.

So far, the E-Platform has benefited

from the expertise and experiences of
many countries and institutions that

have successfully managed to deal

with COVID-19 pandemic in Africa and
globally. A special thanks goes to the
members of the Moroccan Association

of Anesthesiology, Analgesia, and Critical
Care (SMAAR)" for their voluntary
involvement and tremendous dedication to
this initiative. The continuous engagement
of this scholarly association has shown
the importance of the voluntary work as
well as the crucial role of the Civil Society
Organizations in responding to COVID- 19
pandemic.

Achievements under the Africa
E-Platform

Since its launching on 25 April 2020,
the E-Learning and Knowledge Sharing
Platform Provided several capacity
development programs in both French
and English languages for the benefit of
African countries. Until today, the Islamic
Development Bank and its partners
organized 6 webinars through this
E-Platform: 5 related to health related-
issues and 1 on the challenges and
opportunities facing South-South and

| b e i 11

Triangular Cooperation in the context

of the COVID-19 crisis and role of
technical cooperation agencies. In total,
16,500 persons viewed the webinars
including more than 5,700 medical and
paramedical attendees from 25 IsDB
African MCs. Around 90 speakers from
26 countries (member and non-MCs)
had the opportunity to share knowledge,
best practices and expertise in this area.
The speakers included high-level experts
such as the Vice President of Samsung
Biologics and the Deputy Director of WHO.

Next steps of the Africa E-Platform

The connections that the Africa
E-Learning and Knowledge Sharing
Platform have helped build among MCs
will surely contribute not only to achieving
SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals) but
also to make a positive contribution to
achieving the SDG 3 (Good Health and
well-being).

The Africa E-Platform will continue

its journey by offering its capacity
development programs in Arabic, English
and French to the African Countries
through webinars, certified specific online
training, etc while expanding the scope of
its activities beyond the health sector.
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to the CV-19 pandemic. Hungry people
cannot be healthy. Good nutrition
is essential to enhancing the immune
systems. This is required always but
more now when there are recommended
treatments and/or vaccines against the
CV-19 pandemic. The CV-19 pandemic is,
indeed, a health and human crisis that is
threatening the food security and nutrition
of millions of people around the world,
and more so the less endowed member
countries (MCs) of the Islamic Development
Bank (IsDB) Group.

Food security matters in the response

Advocacy and requests for support for the
latter needs to be ramped up, and to equal
measures as that of health concerns. This
is, unfortunately not the case presently.
Only 4 out of the 40 plus requests from
the MCs to IsDB were, at end of May
2020, related to food security. Unless

The bank engaged
early with development
partners (multi-lateral
development banks,
bilateral donors, UN
Specialized agencies,
philanthropic
organization, among
others) to share
intelligence, exchange
information and develop
harmonized and
mutually reinforcing
interventions to support
the governments

this changes, we are staring at another
emergency that can be avoided, at least to
some extent now.

In this article we highlight initial support

of the bank to its MCs response and draw
some early lessons emerging towards
mitigating the impact the pandemic on food
and nutrition security.

Knowledge products to better inform IsDB
response action

The Agriculture Global Practice prepared
analytical paper "Novel Corona Virus
(COVID-19) Impact on IsDB Member
Countries Food Security” to inform and
guide the decision-making process of IsDB
Group Committee for COVID-19 Pandemic.
The paper (its key points are summarized
on pg. xx of this issue) highlights that while
all MCs will likely feel the brunt of the crisis,
the effect will be most pronounced among
those countries classified as Low Income
and Food Deficit Countries (LIFDC) by the
United Nations. Sadly, 28 out of the 57 IsDB
MCs fall into this group and most (18 MCs)
are in in sub-Sahara Africa.

Procurement support of food supplies to
most vulnerable population

New emergency partial food security
projects were developed, at the requests
of the MCs, for: a) Senegal — USS 84.0

m, targeting about 1.0 m households,

and b) Chad — USS 20.0 million covering
both health and food security supplies for
about 151,000 households. Funding was
partially repurposed from other projects
that are ending with savings, others that
reimbursements can be made later as well
as new resources. Requests from a few
other MCs, including Pakistan and Mali, are
currently in the development process. In
addition to new projects, another approach
adopted by the bank and the MCs included

fast-tracking the implementation of existing
projects, and re-allocating resources within
them to address some rapid response
needs. A particular emphasis of this effort
is to support farmers not to miss planting
the current cropping season or the next
since this will exacerbate the food security
problem.

Coordination with other MDBs and
Development partners

The bank engaged early with development
partners (multi-lateral development banks,
bilateral donors, UN Specialized agencies,
philanthropic organization, among others)
to share intelligence, exchange information
and develop harmonized and mutually
reinforcing interventions to support the
governments.

Emerging lessons

Engaging early with the governments in
planning jointly the response is critical.

This helps avoid 'catch up' exercise and
missed opportunities for collective and

rapid response. The Regional Hubs can
be effective bridges in this endeavor

Planning the procurement of the food
supplies to include local sources can be
effective means to trigger the recovery
and restart process (incentivize farmers
to produce of the economies, as well as
include nutritious foods in the supplies
— example are vegetables and fruits
grown by farm families.

Ramping up the advocacy and

support by the bank for food security
interventions is critical to not losing the
gains made towards the SDG #2 (Zero
Hunger) which threatened by the CV-19
pandemic

Smallholder vegetable farming family in
Senegal under the current CV-19 pandemic
is part of the CV-19 food security solution.
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OVID-19 Pandemic may reshape the
C focus of many countries, including

the IsDB member countries (MCs),
who are mostly developing economies.
There is likelihood the pandemic
could stagnate or decrease the SDG
achievements recorded so far by the MCs.
As described in the 2019 Sustainable
Development Report, the IsDB MCs have
performed well on SDG-13 (Climate
Action) relative to other SDGs. But the
strive to improve on this achievement
may face a strong drawback due to the
COVID-19 Pandemic. The pandemic

SDG Score in MCs (%)

SDG-17
SDG-16
SDG-15
SDG-14
SDG-13
SDG-12
SDG-11
SDG-10
SDG-9
SDG-8
SDG-7
SDG-6
SDG-5
SDG-4
SDG-3
SDG-2
SDG-1
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caused postponement of several high-
level meetings, including the ambitious
and inclusive UN Climate Change
Conference of Parties — COP 26 earlier
planned for November 2020 in Glasgow.
The world has encountered several
pandemics in the past, and they all ended.
COVID-19 pandemic will also end
in the nearest future, but climate
change will remain with humanity
for a very long time, even if
emissions are lowered now. There
is need to strike
a balance

to ensure

we do no

harm to the
environment as
we recover from
the pandemic.

The IsDB's desire to
promote green growth
and support transition to a
green economy in MCs remain a priority.
At this very period, the main priority of
MCs will be to recover their economies
from the disruption triggered by COVID-19
Pandemic. To support MCs' economic
recovery alongside climate action, some
measures need to be ensured:

+ Aligning finance to MCs' nationally
determined contributions (NDCs)
and climate action plans will ensure
a win-win situation where countries'
economic recovery and climate action
plans are addressed concurrently.

Capacity strengthening and advisory:
The global practice teams, project
teams and MCs have received series
of climate change related capacity
building. These trainings should be
further strengthened and expanded
to others to ensure climate actions
are mainstreamed in all recovery
strategies. Provision of advisory
support would assist MCs with the
preparation of climate compatible
recovery package.

+  Sustain climate action mainstreaming
into projects and programs: The health
and agriculture sector are crucial
in the recovery phase. Both sectors
may be exposed to climate risk when
sited in climate risk prone location,

mate Action in the
J-19 Recovery
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and they may contribute to climate
change, particularly the agriculture
sector. Hence, climate mitigation

and adaptation should be effectively
mainstreamed into COVID-19
recovery projects to ensure adequate
resilience is built from design, and the
projects are climate smart.

Partnership for development: The
bank needs to sustain the established
networks and expand its partnership
base to be able discover innovative
strategies and best practices adopted
by partners in addressing COVID-19
related issues. These best practices
should be shared with internal teams
and the MCs. An example is the MDB
Working Groups on Climate Change
and Paris Alignment Framework
where IsDB works closely with

other MDBs on the Paris Alignment
Framework and how it will affect MDB
operations. Through this network,
lessons learned and experiences from
MDBs are discussed and various
knowledge products are developed.

Mobilization of resources: To keep
climate action agenda resonating in
the heart of MCs during the period of
COVID-19, the Bank would need to
explore various avenue to mobilize
resources that would enable MCs
sustain or even raise the climate
action ambition while recovering from
the pandemic. An example is the
Climate Action Enhancement Package
Technical Assistance Fund (grant)
secured for some MCs.
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number of global populations suffering
from acute hunger, further deepening
the food crisis and raising the number to 265
million in 2020, up by 130 million from 135
million in 2019, the WFP warns. It explains
that COVID-19 is potentially catastrophic
for millions who are already hanging by
a thread. It is a hammer blow for millions
more, who can only eat, if they earn a wage.
Lockdowns and global economic recession
have already decimated their nest eggs.
It can only take one more shock — like
COVID-19 — to push them over the edge.

The COVID-19 pandemic will double the

Most people suffering acute food insecurity
in 2019 were in countries affected by conflict
(77 million), climate change (34 million) and
economic crises (24 million). Ten countries
constituted the worst food crises in 2019:
Yemen, DR Congo, Afghanistan, Venezuela,
Ethiopia, South Sudan, Syria, Sudan, Nigeria
and Haiti. 61% of South Sudan population
was in food crisis while 6 countries: Sudan,
Yemen, Central African Republic, Zimbabwe,
Afghanistan, Syrian Arab Republic and Haiti
had at least 35%. Out of 135 million, 88
million populations of these ten countries
was in worse crisis.

UN SG, Antonio Guterres, says ‘'The upheaval
that has been set in motion by the COVID-19
pandemic may push even more families and
communities into deeper distress. At this
time of immense global challenges, from
conflicts to climate shocks to economic
instability, we must redouble our efforts

to defeat hunger and malnutrition. This is
crucial for achieving the SDGs and building
a more stable and resilient world. We have
the tools and the know-how. What we need
is political will and sustained commitment by
leaders and nations.’

WEFP ED, David Beasley, states ‘The worst

is yet to come. On top of the coronavirus
pandemic, the world may see a global
humanitarian catastrophe, including famine
in three dozen countries - potentially the

“-un A

most serious crisis since World War Il. Ports are closed and supply chains disrupted as a
disaster looms for millions. More aid is needed to keep food supplies moving. The world must
collectively act now to mitigate the impact of this global catastrophe'.

The drivers of food crises, as well as lack of access to dietary energy and diversity, safe
water, sanitation and healthcare will continue to create high levels of child malnutrition,
while COVID-19 is likely to overburden health systems. The pandemic may well devastate
livelihoods and food security, especially in fragile contexts and particularly for the most
vulnerable people working in the informal agricultural and nonagricultural sectors. The
persistent global recession will, albeit, disrupt food supply chains.

GRFC Policy Recommendations: (1) Expand near-real time, remote food security monitoring
systems to provide up-to-date information on the impacts of the outbreak on food security
and livelihoods, health, access to services, markets and supply chains, among others, for
early action and mitigation; (2) Preserve critical humanitarian food, livelihood and nutrition
assistance to vulnerable groups — adapted to potential COVID-19 impacts — to ensure

that needs are fully met. Position food in food-crisis countries to reinforce and scale up
social protection systems, ensuring the most vulnerable who are affected or at high risk of
COVID-19 can still access food; and (3) Scale up support for food processing, transport and
local food markets, and advocate for trade corridors to remain open to ensure the continuous
functioning of the critical food supply chain and agri-food systems in food-crisis countries.

iﬁ\ 1 7M The number of acutely malnourished children under 5 years across the 55
= countries/territories analysed in 2019

Number of acutely food-insecure people in Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above)

(millions) by key driver
24M =

in 8 countries

TIM
in 22 countries

34M

in 25 countries

@ Weather extremes

@ Economic shocks

'i\fiﬂ Conflict/insecurity, weather extremes, desert locusts, economic shocks and
2020 COVID-19 are expected to be the key drivers of acute food insecurity

@ Conflict/insecurity

Source: FSIN, GRFC 2020

Source: 2020 Global Report on Food Crises & WFP Website
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mortality and public health effects, is leading to a significant

and lasting economic impact. Its after-effects on productivity
losses, supply chain disruptions, labor dislocation, and potential
financial pressure on businesses and households have been already
felt. This can be seen in the IMF projection of the global economy to
fall to -3% in 2020 and WTO expectation of 13% falling in the volume
of the global merchandise trade in their most optimistic scenario.
Furthermore, UNCTAD is estimating that the COVID-19 outbreak
could result in a drop in FDI ranging from 30% to 40% in 2020-2021 in
the range of USS 417-556 billion. According to the International Labor
Organization (ILO), this deteriorating economic situation will lead to
the loss of around 305 million full-time jobs by the 2nd quarter of
2020.

Unfortunately, this global unprecedented challenge has generally
been met with infrequent attempts to joint efforts as countries have
generally continued to enforce their own measures, often without
consultation with each other and in the absence of global leadership.
Those unilateral actions defy and hinder the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), as SDGs explicitly recognize
the importance of planning and cooperating at the regional level,
especially in targets 11.a,9.7 and 17.6.

The current COVID-19 pandemic, in addition to the disease

This lack of coordinated action has aggravated the failure of regional
mechanisms to address the outbreak and impact of the virus.
Questions have already been raised as to what could have been
done differently, and what lessons can be learned and put into action
from the initial responses. At CSC Department we've come up with
some high level take-aways to enhance regional cooperation and
integration that can be useful in this regard:

Cooperation in the Time of Crisis:  §&

d the Way Forward

PARTNERSHIPS
FORTHE GOALS

1. Regional collaboration and partnerships can accelerate,
harmonize and mobilize actions to address gaps in providing
public goods. Regional cooperation can play a crucial role in
strengthening research and testing facilities, sharing knowledge
and best practices (through Reverse Linkages), supporting the
development of critical treatment strategies, and procuring of
medical and personal protective equipment, the establishment of
regional quick-disbursing disaster funds, etc. to name a few.

2. Effective supply chains and open trade in support of business will
be crucial for a recover better strategy and can help safeguard
more jobs. A prolonged pandemic crisis could quickly put a strain
on the supply chains including food and essential medical supply.
Any constraints to trade, including bureaucratic hurdles, tariff and
non-tariff barriers should be reviewed in order to link producers to
markets and consumers.

3. Stronger coordinated fiscal measures could help absorb growing
economic costs. It is therefore crucial to develop comprehensive,
coordinated, and rules-based regional fiscal stimulus
mechanisms with the aim of strengthening health systems,
protecting income, and minimizing economic contraction.

4. Higher demand for US dollar liquidity has led to unprecedented
capital outflows from developing countries, particularly "emerging
market" countries. A liquidity support finance line should be
made to the private sector (especially MSMEs as they have high
financial vulnerability as liquidity pressures can quickly threaten
their survival) to ensure their business continuity.

5. Leveraging on technologies and digital trade. The shiftto a
digital platform has helped to mitigate the productivity loss in
the economy amid COVID-19. With all the benefits presented
by digital platforms, two things are becoming urgent: the need
fast and reliable ICT and digital connectivity, and the urgency of
raising awareness of and capabilities in cybersecurity.

6. Encourage use of philanthropy tools. The nature and scale of the
current crisis has reinforced the idea that non-market sources of
funding such as "zakat" (in the Islamic context) remain crucial to
respond in cases that require relief.

Although COVID-19 is an unprecedented challenge, it is only through
collaboration and coordination that we can successfully win the
battle against the pandemic. Protectionist strategies will not help to
fight a cross-border threat. Unless there is an intense regional effort
to contain and minimize the spread of this virus, national efforts
might ultimately count for naught.
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emen remains the world's worst
Yhumanitarian disaster. With

24 million people in need of
humanitarian assistance (80% of the
total population) and millions surviving
on emergency food aid, the magnitude
of chronic malnutrition in the Yemeni
population has become precarious.
COVID-19 is further exacerbating these
needs. With the increased pressure the
pandemic has put on the available health
facilities, we can certainly admit the
health system has been left in shambles.
The virus is spreading in a country where
five years of conflict have degraded the
health infrastructure and made people
increasingly vulnerable.

On 10 April 2020, Yemen has declared
its first COVID-19 case. Since then,
there have been 1,089 confirmed cases
of COVID-19 with 293 deaths (as of

27 June 2020). Because of the already
fragile situation, experts recognize the
virus can spread faster, more widely,
and with deadlier consequences than
elsewhere. According to the modeling
run by the World Health Organization
(WHO) in collaboration with international
research institutions, even with mitigation
measures, 55% of people in Yemen will
be infected with COVID-19, over 42,000
people may die and over 292,000 people
may require hospitalization.

In this backdrop, a detailed discussion
held between H.E. the President, IsDB,
and H.E. the IsDB Governor for Yemen on

7 May 2020 on the COVID-19 situation
and potential areas of collaboration for
supporting the Government's endeavors
for limiting the impacts of the pandemic
on the country.

Accordingly, the IsDB Group Emergency
Support for COVID-19 Preparedness
and Response Plan was prepared and
approved on 15 June 2020 within the
framework of the IsDB's Strategic
Preparedness and Response Program
(SPRP). The project, amounting to US$20
million, is the 2nd largest among all
donors responding to the health sector
COVID-19 emergency in Yemen and
part of the IsDB's pledge of USS100
million during the recent Virtual Donors
Conference hosted by the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and the United Nations.

It will be implemented over the next 12
months through close cooperation with
the World Health Organization (WHO).

To support Yemen's National COVID-19
Preparedness and Response Plan, the
project focuses primarily on immediate
and fast track actions to assist the
response to the COVID-19 health
emergency while at the same time
strengthening the health system. The
project's scope includes improving the
health care facilities' readiness through
equipping 32 Isolation Units and ICUs,
supporting frontline health workers
through the provision of PPEs, enhancing
the inpatient care through the provision
of essential medicines and supplies, and

expanding the PCR lab testing facility
for early detection. Key features of the
project include its extensive outreach
covering all the governorates of the
country for serving the poor and most
vulnerable. A strong on-the-ground
partnership between the IsDB-UN/WHO-
GQY is another important feature of this
project. Finally, to ensure sustainability,
health system strengthening, and
capacity building is the technical
contribution of the WHO in this project.

The development result of the project

is improving capacity and quality of
Isolation, Quarantine, and ICU facilities,
which will contribute to (i) at least 50%
survival rate of critical COVID-19 infected
patients admitted in ICUs; (i) at least 60%
of confirmed COVID-19 cases treated

as per the approved protocol; and (iii)

at least 135,000 suspected cases who
have received quality assured tests for
COVID-19 in the selected regions as per
WHO standard in terms of COVID-19
screening and confirmation.

In the spirit of SDG 3 (good health and
wellbeing), SDG 10 (reduced inequality),
and SDG 17 (partnership), key success
factors during the preparation of the
project include the active participation

of the Regional Hub on the needs
assessment from day one, collaboration
with other donors, and a strong
engagement with the country and the
partners with the aim of leverage existing
expertise on the ground.
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Context:

| he COVID-19 pandemic has

significantly impacted the level

of resilience of countries in the
world. IsDB Member Countries (MCs) are
facing high pressures on their healthcare
systems, communities and citizens' lives
and livelihoods. As a response to a threat
of this magnitude, MCs have taken drastic
measures cushioning the health risks on
their economies with the aim to mitigate and
contain the spread of the virus.

The crisis has exposed and increased the
fragility of health care systems, economies,
social norms and values in all MCs. The
most vulnerable groups are the ones that are
most at risks of the pandemic. Their lives,
livelihoods and conditions are significantly
affected by the cascading effects on social
and economic conditions. Decisions of
governments and partners to reduce the
costs of the pandemic on the society have
generated externalities and direct effects on
the hard-to-reach communities who do not
access to basic health and social services.

At the frontline of the crisis, Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs) are contributing in

the efforts and participating in the global
responses. They are promoting community
engagement approaches that ensure
prevention, identification of early symptoms,
mitigation of transmission, support
humanitarian and social services to the most
vulnerable populations, and local authorities
working together with community leaders.
Solidarity through the CSOs to support

the most vulnerable and hard-to-reach
communities affected by the pandemic is
critical.

CSOs play critical role in engaging citizens
as a foundation for sustainable innovation
to contain and mitigate the effects of the
pandemic. In this framework and in line

with its high level Strategic Preparedness
and Response Program to support the
member countries to tackle COVID-19, the
IsDB and ISFD have developed the Tadamon
CS0 Pandemic Response Accelerator
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Program to contribute to the immediate and
medium-term efforts of the MCs to prevent,
contain and respond to negative impacts of
COVID-19in 16 member countries affected
by fragility and conflict, refugees and
internally displaced people (IDPs).

The scope of the program includes:
Emergency Medical Response through
CS0s (Respond). It entails medical supply
to health facilities, essential community
social services such as psycho-social
counselling, trainings of community health
workers and communication, awareness;
(i) Education in Emergency (Respond).

The program will ensure the provision of
basic education in emergency situation

and skills development through high tech
and/or simple communication tools; (jii)
Build Community Resilience (Restore):
deprived households including women-
headed households will acquire, among
others, entrepreneurial skills, knowledge
and competencies required to engage in
income generating activities through online
and in person while maintaining physical
distancing; and (iv) Setting up a Pandemic
Response Accelerator Window: The program
introduces an innovative tool “Pandemic
Accelerator” to mobilize resources to prevent,
contain and mitigate the impact of COVID-19
crisis. The services of the accelerator include:
(i) expediting the response to the pandemic
by tapping into a network of CSOs, social
innovators; (i) improving access to finance,
building capacity for entrepreneurship; and
(iii) mapping and empowering organizations
already responding to COVID-19 crisis. The
Accelerator will be hosted in www.tadamon.
community of the “NGO Empowerment

for Poverty Reduction Program" launched
by the IsDB, ISFD and UNDP in September
2019. The pandemic response accelerator
will also provide (i) digital neighborhoods
that improves the social infrastructure

and community resilience through digital
education, digital care, telemedicine; (ii)
physical distancing to engage and provide
psychosocial support, building new ways

of virtual social networks, and solidarity.
The Accelerator will use solutions with
blockchain and similar technologies. The
pandemic response accelerator will make
an Open Call through Tadamon Platform for
COVID-19 resources mobilization (donation,
co-financing).

Traditional financing is not providing all
resources to fulfil the needs of vulnerable
communities and to serve the MCs during
crisis or in their long term development
perspectives. The pandemic accelerator
and precisely Tadamon platform are new
ways to bring additional value to the digital
transformation and new mechanisms

f Civil Society

to foster networks, mobilize financing

and resources. This is in line with the
emerging trends that capitalize on networks
of developers including partnership

with non-traditional actors, encourage
digital transformation and innovate with
crowdfunding and blockchain technologies

The main results of the program include
but not limited to: (i) around US$46 million
mobilized from non-traditional partners; (ii)
1 million vulnerable people will gain access
to basic medical services to help mitigating
the health impact of COVID-19, (iii) capacity
building for 5,000 community health
workers to respond to COVID-19, (iv) use of
media coverage for awareness raising and
sensitization campaigns to reach 3- 5 million
vulnerable people in affected communities;
(v) 20,000 children, refugees and those at
risk of being left behind will have access

to continuing basic education and skills
development, and (vi) 3,000 of the most
deprived households will access financing
to set up their own income generating
activities. Also, 60 % of the targeted
households will have coping, adaptive and
transformative resilience

capacity to risks and shocks. In terms of
Impact, the program will directly contribute to
the following Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs):

GOOD HEALTH

1 No 4 QUALITY 5 GENDER
POVERTY AND WELL-BEING EDUCATION EQUALITY

10 REDUCED 16 PEACE, JUSTICE 17 PARTNERSHIPS
INEQUALITIES AND STRONG FORTHEGOALS
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Conclusion:

CSOs and partners have an important role
to play in the COVID-19 crisis response.
The engagement and coordination with
such actors is crucial and needed by the
population of IsDB MCs. Over the years,
collective actions of citizens and networks
of CSOs will continue increasing across
the world, consolidating their activities in
emergency situations, education, health,
social welfare and economic empowerment,
especially among vulnerable and
disadvantaged communities.

We believe that solving the humanitarian
and development problems is not possible
through "usual suspects”. Development
organizations cannot do the work alone but
should be the connector and being able to
create partnerships and to bring onboard
as a community of developers who can
contribute to reaching SDGs.
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lobally, about 2.0 billion people
G experience moderate to severe food

and nutritional insecurity. In technical
terms, the nutrition issue is divided into three
broad categories. The first is malnutrition,
the most visible symptom of which is
stunting (short height for age). The second
is wasting (low weight relative to height), and
the third is obesity (high weight for height).
To limit stunting and wasting requires that
interventions be made during the first 1,000
days of life; otherwise the damage becomes
irreversible. Stunting is a severe problem
in the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB)
member countries (MCs), especially those
located in sub-Sahara Africa, where over
43% of children under 5 years of age are
affected.

The problem of nutrition is multifaced, and
s0 too must be the solutions. Even when
nutritious food is available and accessible,
health and socio-cultural factors (beliefs and
taboos) may inhibit its optimal consumption.
Water and sanitation are other important
constraints. Integrated solutions are needed,
the delivery of which requires managing
interactions and complementarities

among many sectors and development
programs. Agriculture and health are two
such critical sectors. Integrated programs,
while challenging to manage, provide
sustainable frontiers for success. This is well
demonstrated by the Millennium Villages
Project (MPV -2006-2009) and its follow-up,
the Sustainable Villages Program (SPV -
ongoing, initiated in 2012). IsDB funded the
latter in 5 MCs: Chad, Guinea, Kyrgyzstan,
Mozambique and Sudan.

The MVPs operated on investments of
USS 101-127 per person per year in each
MVP. This called for USS 58-80 per person
per year from external funding sources to
support low income countries, including
many IsDB MCs. These investments
generated substantial household-level
impacts, particularly in agriculture and

health, reaching between 6,000 to 25,000
households in each MVP area over 5 years.
Although nutrition targets are generally
difficult to achieve in relatively short periods
of time, end-of-project studies noted that
stunting of children younger than 5 in the
MVPs were 4% less likely relative to those
in comparison villages outside project
intervention areas. These gains were
strongly correlated with improvements in
the availability of food and primary health
services, including the control of malaria
using bed nets, as well as with overall
improvements in water and sanitation.

Important concerns about the MVPs and
SVPs include their scope (a village level
focus) and their replicability (expensive,
requiring high per capita investments).
Notwithstanding this, governments are
keen to deploy the approach because of
their tangible and highly visible outcomes.
For example, in 2009 the Ugandan
government, with funding from IsDB,
scaled up its MVP work to the district level
(Karamoja), reaching over 300,000 people.
The government established a strong
coordination mechanism, with technical
support from the Millennium Promise
Alliance that is associated with MVPs. This
effort produced concrete outcomes within
3-4 years. Food crops grown by Karamoja
farmers, for instance, found their way to the
District's school feeding program, improving
attendance, overall education, and the
nutrition of the District's children (photo).

Lessons learnt from these projects are
guiding the new generations of IsDB-funded
projects and programs. For example,

the benefits of crowding in additional
development partners is evident in an
IsDB-supported regional program, launched
in 2018 and involving 10 countries, which

is aimed at strengthening the rice value
chain in West Africa. The Arab Bank for
Economic Development in Africa and the
Africa Development Bank are co-investing
in the program. Another important lesson
learnt is the need for strong monitoring

and evaluation systems, and the Swiss
Development Cooperation has joined the
rice value chain partnership to provide

both financial and technical support for
M&E. Other development partners are now
engaged with IsDB, for example, the World
Food Program in integrating nutrition-
sensitive interventions into the rice program
that focus on the first 1000 days of a child
from its conception. This is but one way
that new and mutually owned sustainable
frontiers can be developed for achieving the
17 SDGs, and in which nutrition is both an
input and an outcome of all of them.

Note: The author is grateful for the support
received in developing this article from the
following colleagues in the ESI Department:
Ammar Abdo and Khaled Sidi Yahya (Social
Infrastructure Division), and Ceesay Lamin
Momodou (Agriculture Infrastructure
Division).

Pupils in Karamoja District schools benefit from the District's school feeding program. Sorghum and other
nutritious crops are grown by nearby farmers.

DHUL HIJJAH 1441H - AUGUST 2020 25



26

the Future

Khalid 0. M. Ahmed

Specialist, Economic Empowerment
Department, IsDB
KhAhmed@isdb.org

he IsDB Economic Empowerment
| approach provides a unigue

and innovative mechanism to
tackle poverty in member countries.
It contributes to crafting sustainable
capitalism through its social impact
investing properties that aims at
creating jobs and reducing economic
marginalization.

The Deprived Families Economic
Empowerment Program (DEEP), which
was implemented in Palestine over

the period 2006-2015, was one of the
IsDB Economic Empowerment success
stories. It, successfully, developed and
implemented around 16,000 projects
for targeted families and, thus, created
roughly 50,000 direct and indirect jobs.
In addition, the program provided social
services in the areas of health, housing

and education for almost 13,000 families.

To leverage on this success, IsDB has
launched the Economic Empowerment
Fund for the Palestinian People (EEFPP)
which is a development investment fund,

he Economic EmpoWerment Fund for Palestine:
Leveraging Past Successes for

The Deprived Families
Economic Empowerment
Program (DEEP)
successfully, developed
and implemented around
16,000 projects for

targeted families and, thus,

created roughly 50,000
direct and indirect jobs

with $500 million capital, that invests

its capital in individual and collective
economic empowerment projects
proposed by its strategic partners that
directly target the poor of Palestine. The
Fund's aspiration is to empower 300,000
Palestinian families and thus, contributing
to lift approximately 1,500,000 poor
Palestinians out of poverty.

On 14" of June 2020, Dr. Bandar Hajjar,
President of the Islamic Development
Bank Group and Chairman of the EEFPP
Board of Shareholders, inaugurated

the constitutive virtual meeting of the
Fund, marking the official starting signal
for its activities. In that meeting, the
President announced that IsDB decided
to contribute by USS 100 million to the
Fund's capital, while the Islamic Solidarity
Fund for Development (ISFD) contributed
by USS 52 million, and the Al-Agsa Fund
followed suit with a contribution of USS 13
million.

DECENT WORK AND

ECONOMIC GROWTH

Furthermore, the Bank successfully
mobilized USS 55 million from the
Palestinian Investment Fund (US$30
million) and the Palestine Prosperity Fund
(USS$25 million). In addition, the Economic
Empowerment Department's team is
working hard, under the leadership of
H.E. the President, on an ambitious plan
to mobilize additional resources and
attract other shareholders with a view to
mobilizing the authorized capital of USS
500 million.

EEFPP positions the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) Agenda at

the heart of its interventions, namely,

the SDG1 (End Poverty), SDG2 (Zero
Hunger), SDG5 (Gender Equality), SDG8
(Economic Development and decent jobs),
SDG10 (Reduce Inequality) and SDG17
(Partnerships). EEFPP is also contributing
indirectly to SDG 4 (Quality Education) and
SDG 3 (Good Health).
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attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals. Many

IsDB Member Countries, which were already struggling
to keep pace with the ambitious Agenda 2030, are among
those most affected by this pandemic. While the virus doesn't
discriminate, a double whammy of health and economic crisis
has had its worst effects on the poorest countries, households
and individuals, who have had to risk their health and lives to
resume livelihood activities, amidst low demand and a sluggish
market. As of June 24th, COVID19 has claimed a total of 33,480
lives and affected another 1.3 million population in IsDB Member
Countries who tested positive for this disease.

Within weeks after the World Health Organization (WHO)'s
declaration of COVID-19 virus a Global Pandemic, the IsDB
launched the Strategic Preparedness and Response Program
(SPRP) on April T, 2020 to support the MCs efforts in preventing,
containing, mitigating and recovering from the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The IsDB Group has allocated US$ 2.316
billion for SPRP, of which USS$ 1.530 billion will be financed by
IsDB through its various funding windows.

The COVID-19 pandemic is a major setback to the

The SPRP has a strong focus on development effectiveness

and results and is accompanied by a set of output, outcome

and impact indicators, developed by the Bank's results and
sector experts. These indicators are aligned with the Sustainable
Development Goals and are consistent with international best
practices, WHO and other MDBs. The indicators are categorized
along the SPRP's 3-R approach (Response, Restoration and
Restart) and components: (i) Health Emergency Response and
Preparedness, (i) Sustaining and Reviving the Economic and
Social Sectors.

The IsDB Group has allocated USS$S2.316
billion for SPRP, of which USS$1.530
billion will be financed by IsDB through
its various funding windows

@‘“
SDGs DIGEST &4

ntegrating SDGs with the ISDB Strategic
Preparedness and Response Program

All projects submitted under the SPRP are required to use these
standard indicators and provide progress reports against these
indicators. Given the diverse contexts of the MCs and their
proposed projects, the project developers can select indicators
based on the context, complexity and nature of interventions.
The CoVID-19 results indicators will measure the development
effectiveness of IsDB's assistance to the MCs in responding to
the health, social and economic impacts of pandemic, and enable
standardized reporting to internal and external stakeholders.

As of 31 May 2020, the Bank has approved 17 projects worth
$412.75m and is processing several other projects that will be
approved during June-July 2020. While progress on the full list of
indicators will be published separately, the expected number of
beneficiaries, products and services from the approved projects
is summarized in the table. Details can be found at https://isdb.
sharepoint.com/teams/covid19/SitePages/Dashboards.aspx)

Indicator (abbreviated form)

No. of direct beneficiaries (health/economic assistance) 6,699,834
No. of persons reached through awareness campaigns 37,005,000
No. of suspected cases investigated 62,000
No. of suspected cases tested 3,771,250
No. of confirmed cases treated 17,000
No. of health professionals trained 19,396
No. of health professionals provided PPE 158,818
No, of hospitals equipped 317
No. of hospital beds added 8,846
No of labs equipped 129
No. of POE equipped 1,583
No. of ICU beds equipped 3,110
No. of medical equipment/supplies 5,816
No. of persons sensitized /awareness sessions 1,180,000
No. of PPE kits provided 40,538,850
No, of testing kits provided 4,527,500
No. of ventilators provided 1,712
No. of ambulances and vehicles provided 210
No. of innovative projects supported 6
No. of households provided food rations 1,150,000
No. of persons provided employment 22,500
No. of persons provided access to finance 12,000
No. of Small & Medium Enterprises supported 2,870
No. of students provided education (online/traditional) 300,000
No. of teachers trained for online education 4,000
No. of e-Learning courses developed 18
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n December 2019, a series of

unidentified pneumonia cases were

detected in the People's Republic of
China (PRC). By January 2020, the World
Health Organization (WHO) declared
the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
outbreak as a "public health emergency
of international concern”. We already
have over 11 million people infected, and
more than half a million deaths with no
evidence of a significant decrease. The
COVID-19 pandemic is far more than just
a health crisis, affecting societies and
economies at their core.

Without the proper means to contain

a pandemic of such magnitude, many
countries have partially or fully closed
their borders, restricting movement of
the people in an attempt to suppress its
rapid spread. Faced with new realities
of working from home, temporary
unemployment, home-schooling of
children and lack of physical contact
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with other family members, friends and
colleagues, the health of many have been
negatively affected

The physical and mental exhaustion

of the healthcare workforce, along with
worn-out hospital infrastructure and

the growing "backlog” of healthcare
procedures are likely to be the two main
issue healthcare systems will face in the
near term.

While COVID-19 started as a health
crisis, it is now not only considered

as only health but also economic,
largely a full- humanitarian crisis. The
implications for countries annual GDP
decrease will depend on many factors,
including the magnitude and duration
of national shutdowns, the extent of
reduced demand for goods and services
in other parts of the economy, and the
speed at which significant fiscal and
monetary policy support takes effect;

for example, countries in
which tourism is relatively
important could potentially
be affected more severely by
shutdowns and limitations
on travel, while countries with
relatively sizeable agricultural
and mining sectors, may
experience smaller initial
effects from containment
measures. However, output
will be subsequently hit by
reduced global commodity
demand.

The COVID-19 pandemic has pushed
countries to re-think how to strive to
fulfill the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) targets. The integrated nature of
the 2030 Agenda for SDGs, poses special
challenges for policy-makers worldwide,
especially considering the COVID-19
pandemic.

The pandemic has exposed weaknesses
in the international system that need

to be addressed as part of the 'build
back better' agenda. The past couple

of months have shown how poverty
(SDG 1), weak health systems (SDG

3), inadequate water and sanitation
(SDG 6), and substandard international
cooperation (SDG 17) have exacerbated
the COVID-19 crisis.

The United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs has
conceptually mapped how COVID-19
affects each of the SDGs, from disruption
to food supplies (SDG 2) to increased
levels of violence against women (SDG 5).

In short, while the impact of the
pandemic will vary from country to
country, it will most likely increase
poverty and inequalities at a global scale,
making achievement of SDGs even more
urgent. Without well informed socio-
economic responses, global suffering

will escalate, jeopardizing lives and
livelihoods for years to come. Immediate
development responses in this crisis must
be undertaken with an eye to the future.
Development trajectories in the long-term
will be affected by choices countries make
and the support they receive now.



Building Information Modeling:
Technology Supporting Sustainable Development
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What is BIM ?

In 1963, lvan Edward Sutherland, an
American computer scientist who was
considered the "father of computer graphics,
developed “Sketchpad" the first computer-
aided design (CAD) program with graphical
user interface. Sketchpad led the way for
modeling programs in the construction
industry.

Further developments took place during

the '70s and '80s in the computational
representation of building designs and
information. In 1986, Robert Aish published
a paper and documented the word "Building
Modelling". The term became “Building
Information Modelling” or BIM that we

now know today in a paper "Automation

in Construction” published by G.A. Van
Nederveen and F. Tolman in December 1992.

Today, BIM technology can generate
detailed three-dimensional (3D) models

of a building or an infrastructure project's
components and overall structure. This not
only enables designs to be easily translated

into constructed projects, but also aids
infrastructure asset managers in maintaining
and operating the project.

How does BIM lead to Sustainable
Development ?

The environmental impact of construction is
huge. According to the U.S. Department of
Energy's Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy network, the construction industry

is responsible for 30% of the country's
greenhouse gas emissions and 136 million
tons of construction and demolition waste.
This industry also accounts for as much as
40% of the nation's energy consumption and
consumes 12% of the country's total fresh
water supplies.

Sustainability of a building depends on
several factors, such as energy efficiency,
quality of air and water, and material
selection. BIM computer stimulation allows
all those involved in a project to understand
how the building will behave long before it
is constructed. Using BIM data generated
during design and build over the whole
project lifecycle enables faster, safer, less
wasteful construction and more cost-
effective, sustainable operation, maintenance
and eventual decommissioning.

During the process of designing a building,
architects and engineers need to consider
various options and have enough information
to select one. BIM allows architects to create
and study multiple design options within a
single model. This leads to better informed
decision-making. High-resolution graphics
and 3D modeling interfaces generate an
accurate virtual model of a sustainable
building project. This model can be very
useful for making different kinds of analysis,
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such as quantity takeoffs and detection of
clashes between components. It allows
analysis and integration of parameters

such as heat gain, ventilation, and energy
efficiency in the designs. Because it is quick,
easy, and cost- effective to create a 3D
model using BIM, architects often create
multiple alternatives and compare those in
order to select the most suitable sustainable
design for a construction project.

Furthermore, using a BIM-based design
model gives architects and designers easy
access to the information required for
creating a sustainable design. BIM models
use sophisticated software tools, which
enable quick information processing and
easy revisions. With BIM, one can easily
assess the amount of building material
required to complete a project or access any
other necessary information.

When projects are completed using
traditional tools (i.e. without BIM), owners
and operators find it difficult to update
as-built information as alterations or
improvements are made. As a result,
maintenance, repair and replacement involve
repeated surveys and costly investigation,
assessment, new design and specification,
impacting on technical performance, service
quality, resource use and profitability.

BIM allows full, detailed component
information to be embedded in the

asset model. This can then be used to

plan maintenance activities for assets

with different design lives so that major
repair and replacement programmes can

be synchronised, minimising cost and
disruption. It can also be used to record risks
and set trigger levels for action.

Figure 1: BIM integrates all the components of a building or infrastructure project into one model
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and facilities managers an opportunity to pursue greater efficiency. In buildings and on water/wastewater infrastructure where continuous
measurement and control is practiced, substantial energy and carbon reductions have been achieved.

Figure 2: BIM Processes Figure 3: BIM Model of a Hospital
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BIM adoption around the World

The adoption of BIM is increasing worldwide as governments and private sector firms become increasingly aware of the benefits it offers.

Several governments around the world have mandated the use of BIM in government financed projects. As can be seen in the following map
the vast majority of these countries are in the developed world. The question that poses itself now is : What can be done by MDBs in general

and IsDB in particular to encourage adoption of BIM by Member Countries ?
References:

1. https://indiansustainability.wordpress.com/2015/07/03/what-is-b-i-m-and-how-can-it-lead-to-sustainable-development/
2. https://www.mottmac.com/views/bim-advances-sustainability
3. https://www.geospatialworld.net/article/bim-adoption-around-the-world-how-good-are-we/

Figure 4: BIM adoption around the world
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IsDB Group Private Sector Action Response to COVID-19
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ICIEC, ICD, ITFC and THIQAH Organise the Private Sector Action =
Response to COVID-19 Webinar and Launch New Online Initiatives in FAO and IsDB Strengthen Partnership with New Cooperation
Member Countries Agreement - Joint efforts will Focus on Improving Conditions of the

Most Vulnerable in Rural Areas
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IsDB Combats Food and Nutritional Insecurity in the CILSS Region
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La Bangue lslamique de développement poursuit les aclions
en Afrique pour soulenir leséquipes médicales de ses pays membreas

Webinar on the Impact of COVID 19 on Intra-OIC Trade and
Investment and Regional Integration

IsDB Continues its Actions in Africa to Support Medical Teams in its
Member Countries

-
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Webinar on Showcasing Malaysia's Replicable Solutions on BCM Team Hosts an Interactive Town Hall Meeting to Address
Supporting MSMEs through COVID-19 Crisis and Beyond Comments & Concerns from IsDB Group Staff
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"‘TF‘“ SDGs COiDIUan Dialogue: COVID-19 and the SDGs Impact and Opportunities
MDBs Collaborate to Cushion the Effect of COVID-19

The President of Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Dr. Bandar Hajjar
has stated that Multilateral Development Banks are working together
to cushion the effect of COVID-19 pandemic on Member Countries.

Dr. Hajjar stated this on Wednesday 13th May 2020, during the first
virtual open dialogue organized by the IsDB Community of Practice
on Sustainable Development Goals. Dr. Hajjar stated that as the chair
of the Heads of MDBs Meetings, he is not oblivious of the importance
of the SDGs in post-COVID-19 recovery. He told participants in the
171th Open Dialogue that all MDBs are working together to support
Member Countries to cushion the health and economic impact of the
COVID-19 Pandemic.

The virtual dialogue moderated by IsDB Special Envoy on SDGs,
Dr. Rami Ahmad, had the participation of two external panelists: Dr.
Mahmoud Mohieldin, Special Envoy to the UN Secretary General on

Note of Appreciation

Financing the 2030 Agenda, and Mr. Bernard Wood, Director, Results
Management and Aid Effectiveness Division at Asian Development
Bank.

“We are already in recession as indicated by IMF. COVID-19 was
caused partly by neglecting one of the SDGs, that is SDG3 on
healthcare for all. As a result, we are being challenged to adopt new
ways of life, and the new normal is to digitalize and localize," said Dr.
Mohieldin in his keynote address.

In his remarks, Mr. Woods stated, "MDBs cannot be the whole
solution here, but should do their best. Some countries have not

even implemented a lockdown during the pandemic because of the
advantage of technology. Distribution of resources should be targeted
based on need.”

The virtual dialogue had the active participation of senior members of
the management, several professional staff and external participants.

Rami Ahmad
IsDB Group Special Envoy on SDGs

Three years ago, with the blessing and
support of the IsDB Group Management,
we have established the SDGs Community
of Practice (SDGs CoP) as part of the
manifestation of the commitment of the
IsDB Group to the 2030 Agenda and its
SDGs. We have followed a AAA strategy
to carry out our mandate; namely: raising
AWARENESS, ensuring ALIGNMENT and
enhancing ADVOCACY. The overarching
objective was and still is to mainstream
the SDGs throughout all our activities

and to make it part of the DNA of the
organization. We embarked on several
activities; such as holding open dialogues,
hosting eminent personalities, creating a
knowledge repository on the intranet, and
producing this SDGs Digest, in addition to
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organizing several outreach activities and
participating in regional and global events.
Most of these activities are done by a

small core team of dedicated professionals
on a voluntarily basis.

In order for the SDGs CoP to grow and
carry out its mandate in a sustainable
fashion, it is imperative that the CoP does
renew itself from time to time and embark
on different ideas and modalities aspiring
to go to the next level. While ensuring
continuity, we are injecting fresh blood and
recomposing the core team. The members
of the new team are: Ahmed Diken (Team
Leader), Hamdi Ahmedou, Sharia Walker,
Khalid Ahmed, Munira Abdalwahid,

Yehia Amin, Amir Hamza Syed, and Syed
Muhammad Abdullah.

Of course, the progress made so far
would not have been possible without

the dedication of a fine group of
professionals who offered their time and
ideas and spared no effort in carrying

out the activities of the CoP. My sincere
appreciation goes to our colleagues of the
outgoing team: Aamir Ghani Mir, Ibrahima
Dit Thierno Lo, Abdirashid Warsame and
Muhammad Jameel Yusha'U (who was
kind enogh to continue to support the new
team by his vast journalistic experience).

Please Follow us on: @ SDGs@IsDB Group @ @SDGs_IDBG

The two teams did work together in the
past few months ensuring a smooth
transition. Needless to say, both on behalf
of the outgoing team and in my capacity
as Special Envoy on SDGs, we will continue
to be at the disposal of the new core team
for help and support in any way possible.

Again, the SDGs CoP is an informal body
that aspires to enrich the formal work of
the IsDB Group at all levels. The support
of H.E. The President, the management
team and the professionals in the IsDB
Group was an essential enabler- the CoP
would not have been productive without
their support. The technical and financial
support of KMIL (to the SDGs CoP and

all other CoPs) is also highly appreciated.

I must also mention that the willingness
of the President to participate in our open
dialogues and accept to take the heat of
constructive criticism sometimes must
also be commended and appreciated. The
genuine commitment of top management
is crucial in shaping up an open and
healthy culture where free expression

of ideas will only advance our beloved
institution and enhance its productivity and
effectiveness...
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Thanks to all of you!



